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ADVERTISEMENT. _ 


ff a genuine and authentic narrative of. 


traordinary, though they come not up to the 
ftandard of adventures, be thought equally in- 
tereſting with a fiftitions Novel, or an im- 


prabable Romance, no apology will be ro- 

gtired for the preſent publication. Indeed, 
Is apologize for ſo innocent and even; laudabls 
an attempt as that to entertain the Public, 


ified as it 


thought ſu- 


by any fpectes of compoſition, 


and thongh that end ſhould not be 
leaſt it may be interesting to profeſſional men, 
who are continually expoſed to the ſame 


perfiuous 
dee by the: fallowing narration; yt as 


$ Adiſefters. Like the draughts of rocks and 
quickſands in their charts, it may ſerve to 
3 . direft them how io avoid the danger, or, 


when once involved in it, how to condutt” 


themſelves through.it. 


** 
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events, which may be juſtly reckonad ens 


/ 
1 
In the relating of our tranſactions at ſea, 
all technical terms have been avoided as far 
as prſfible ; yet on ſome occaſions they could 
not be wholly diſpenſed with, The frequent 


uſe of egotiſm will be excuſed by thoſe who 


confider its neceſſity, 920 the nature A the 
Jann” 


Though in narratives of this kind there 
are ſometimes conſiderable embelliſhments and 
exaggerations, yet the authenticity of the 

fais bere related, cannot ſo reaſonably be 
called in queſtion, as thoſe of an anonymous 
production: for it will. not appear probable © 
to any thinking perſon, that 1 ſhould put my 
name to a relation either exceeding or ſhort 0 

. the truth, when it 15 confidered, that there 
are ſeveral perſons living, who wou be 7 81 
70 coMradelÞ * aſſertions. | 


. 20 AP 63 
8 8 w. PRENTIES. 


THE 


EDITO R's PREFACE 


I To 


THE SECOND EDITION. | 


| HIS narrative was not originally in- 


©. tended for the public eye, but was 
drawn up haſtily by the Author, in order 
to lay a repreſentation of his caſe before 

Government, and to ſollicit ſome repara- 
tion for the loſſes he had ſuſtained in his 

. Majeſty's ſervice. Being ordered out in 
the Spring, to his regiment in Canada, he 


reviſed the copy, and left ſome emenda- 


tions with the Editor, in caſe it ſhould be 


thought deſerving: of a ſecond impreffion. 
The very favourable reception, the book 
met with, did not leave the Editor a 
doubt of republiſhing it, i ne 


T' be Author at the ſame time gave it in 
charge to the Editor, to acknowledge his 


_ gratitude - 


— 


atitude to the late Miniſtry; who, on the 
repreſentation of his extraordinary ſuffer- 
ings and loſſes, in a great meaſure made 
good the latter, after the truth of the 

relation had been certified by Lord Dal- 
rymple, aide-de-camp to Sir Henry Clinton, 


in America, at the time Mr. Prenties de- 


livered his diſpatches. He deſired that 
his thanks ſhould be in a particular man- 
ner ſignified to Mr. Fiſher, who was then 
Under Secretary for the American depart- 

ment; a gentleman whoſe humanity and 
politeneſs, whilſt in office, made him re- 


ſpected by every one who had any tranſ- 


Critics muſt not judge of this as a li- 
zerary work. The Author does not aſpire 
46 the character of a fine writer. It is 
merely intended as a fimple narrative of 
fats, and is not calculated to amuſe, or 
aſtoniſn, at the expence of the Reader's 
judgment and the Author's veracity. 


It has been objected by ſome, that Mr. 
Prenties has not given the name of the 


NEF 
ceive, he has declined through delicacy; 
as impartiality and a regard to truth made 
it neceſſary for him to relate certain parti- 
culars not ſo much to the maſter's credit. 
This man is now in London, and has been 
in England fince the firſt publication of the 
narrative, If the facts related in it Be 
nat authentic, let him ſtand forth, and 
e e eee ON 0 
Tbe Author will, no dude de e pied 
| to find, that he has furniſhed an wſefiil 
hint to Government; the Pandora frig 
having been ordered laſt Summer into the 
gut of Canſo, where ſhe captured ſeveral 
Amenean TIO 5 
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Exiratt from the MoxrT EHI v R VIE w 
for Auguſt, 1782. 


c The reſources to avoid cold, and 
cc ſuſtain life, amidſt this ſcene of wretch- 
© edneſs, [the ſcene deſcribed in this little 
volume] al moſt realize the fictions of De 
Foe, in his Robinſon Cruſo-; and pro- 
ce bably exeged the contrivances of Alex- 
ee ander Selkirk, the genuine hero of that 
« admired» »ſory. The preſent narrative 

is very intereſting. It is related with 
ce moderation and good ſenſe. The Au- 
ce thor hath given us a ſtriking example 
ce of unſhaken fortitude ; and, at the ſame 


d time, hath diſplayed a fertility of inven- 


ec tion, more. particularly conſpicuous in 


« the moſt PF 50 W 83 5 
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NARRATIVE 
| a | OF ; | 
A SHIPWRECK, &c. 


N the 17th of November 1780, 
L I embarked on board the St. Law- 
rence brigantine, then lying in the baſon 

of Quebec, and bound to New York, 
being charged with diſpatches from Ge- 
neral Haldimand, commander in chief 
in that province, to Sir Henry Clinton. 
The ſame day, on receiving our failing 
orders, we weighed anchor, and dropped. 
. down to the harbour called Patrick's 
Hole, in the iſland of Orleans, in com- 
pany with a Tchooner bound to the ſame 
port, on board of which was an Enfign 
Drummond, of the 44th regiment, with 


duplicates of General Haldimand's dif-. 


. patches. In this place we were detained, | 
tix days by a contrary wind; at the ex- _ 
. e 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ö 
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| 
| 
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Cape Roziere for four days ; our veſſel 


1 4 1 


piration of which time the froſt had ſet 


in with prodigious ſeverity, and the ice 


was forming faſt in all parts of the river. 
Had the wind continued unfair for a few 
days longer, we ſhould have been en- 
tirely blocked up by it, and had hap- 
pily eſcaped the calamities which after- 
wards befell us. | 

On the 24th, the wind being fair, we 
got under weigh, and proceeded down the 


river St. Lawrence, as far as the Brandy 


Pots, iſlands ſo called, about forty leagues 
from Quebec. At this place the wind 
veered about to the north-eaſt, which ob- 
liged us again to anchor, The weather 
eontinued intenſely cold; and the veſſel, 
being leaky, made ſo much water as to 
render it neceſſary to keep one pump con- 
tinually going. A change of wind ſoon 
after enabled us to proceed on our voyage, 
and to make the iſland of Anticoſti, 
which is at the mouth of the river St. 
Lawrence; when the wind coming round 
again to the eaſtward, we were obliged 
to beat off and on between this iſland and 


at 


E %ͤö;—3 •¼ 
at the ſame time increaſing her leaks to 
ſuch a degree, that we were under the 
neceſſity of rigging the other pump, and 
of keeping them both conſtantly at work. 
Being now in a higher latitude, the ſeve- 
rity of the cold had increaſed in propor- 
tion, and the ice began to form ſo faſt 
about the ſhip as to alarm us exceedingly, ; 
leſt we ſhould be entirely ſurrounded b 
it ; which we only prevented y cutting 
and breaking vaſt quantities from her 
ſides. To this taſk, with that of keeping 
the pumps at work, the crew, together 
with the paſſengers, were ſcarcely equal, 
only nineteen perſons being on board, of 
whom ſix were paſſengers, and the re- 
mainder very indifferent ſeamen. As for 
the maſter, from whom in the preſent 
emergency we might have expected ſome 
degree of exertion, inſtead of attending to. 
his duty and the preſervation of his ſhip, 
he remained continually in a ſtate of i in- 
toxicat!on in his cabin. 


On the 2th the wind came | red 8 
the north-weſt, and we proceeded down 
the Sulf of St. Lawrence, with two feet 
. e water 


* 
4 


SF 

water in the ſhip's hold. The wind kept 
gradually increaſing till the iſt of De- 
cember, when it blew a perfect gale from 
the north- welt quarter; and the ſhip's 
crew being now almoſt overcome with 
cold and fatigue, ſeeing no proſpect of 
gaining upon the leak, the water having. 
_ already increaſed to four feet in the hold, 
nor 2 poſſibility. of making any port, 
they came to the reſolution of working 
no longer at the pumps; which was una 
pimouſly agreed to by all the foremaſt 
men. They accordingly left off working, 
and declared themſelves quite indifferent 
about their fate, preferring the alterna- 
tive of going to the bottom together with 
the veſſel, to that of ſuffering ſuch ſevere 

and inceſſant labour in ſo deſperate a fitua- 
tion. Their fatigues, it myſt be con- 
feſſed, from the 19th of November had 
been exceſfive ; and though hope might 
ſtill remain, yet our preſent circumſtances 
were ſuch as to exclude all probability at 
leaſt of ſaving the veſſel, However, by 
the force of perſuaſion, and promiſes, to- 
gether with the timely diſtribution. of a 
pint of wine per man, which I had fortu- 
FR bs; r 


I 
nately brought on board, they were di- 
verted from this deſperate reſolution, but 


with great reluctance, ſay ing, with ſome 


truth, as we afterwards experienced, and 
with more than they themſelves were aware 


of, that whether the veſſel filled or not 


was a matter of no conſequence. This 
delay, though not exceeding a quarter of 
an hour, had increaſed the depth of water 
another foot; but the men added to their 
exertions, being encouraged by the wine, 


which was iſſued to them every half-hour, 


ſucceeded ſo far as to reduce the water in 
the ſpace of two hours to leſs than three 
feet. The captain ftill remained in his 


cabin. ery | 


During the 2d and 3d of December 
the gale ſeemed to increaſe rather than di- 


miniſh. The ice formed ſo thick on the 


ſhip's ſides, as to impede her way very 
much through the water; which furniſhed 
vs wich a new labour, that of cutting it 
off, as faſt as it formed, with ſaws and 
axes. The leak continued to gain ground. 
The ſchodner that was in company, far 
from being able to afford us any affiſt- 


— — — — — 


* 


: 
1 
58 
t 
4 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


5 


ance, was in as leaky a condition as our 


own veſſel, having ſtruck upon ſome rocks 
at the iſland of Coudres,. through the ig- 
norance or neglect of her pilot. A heavy 
ſnow beginning to fall, it was with the 
utmoſt difficulty we could get fight of each 
other, though at no great diſtance, and, 


in order not to part company, fired a gun 


every half-hour. The ſchooner at length 
made no anſwer to our guns, whence we 
concluded ſhe had foundered ; nor were 
we wrong in our ſuppoſition. There were 
ſixteen perſons on board, every one of 
whom periſhed. | 


On the following Jay the gale increaſed 
prodigiouſly, and the ſea began to- run 


high, with a heavy fall of ſnow, ſo as to 


prevent our ſeeing twenty yards a-head of 
the veſſel. The men being exceſſively fa- 


tigued, the water had riſen to its uſual 


quantity of between four and five feet. 
The mate, whom I have not yet taken 
notice of, an intelligent young man, and 
well acquainted with his profeſſion, judged, 
from the diſtance we had run, that we 
could not now be far from the Magdalen 

| Iſlands, 
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Ilands, which lie about midway in the 


Gulf of St. Lawrence. Theſe iflands are 
nothing more than a cluſter, of rocks, 


under the water, and have been fatal to 


them in fine weather, as they ferve to take 
a new departure from; but in foggy or 
| blowing weather they as ſtudliouſly avoid 


and ſoon after diſcovered the principal 
illand, called the Deadwan,, cloſe under 
our lee, the point of whichot was with 


IX the greateſt difficulty that we weathered. | 


Having happily cleared the main iſland, 
WF we were ſtill far from thinking Gerten 
ſecure; for being unable, on account of 
3 the heavy fall of Inow, to fee many yards 
a-head of the veſſel, and being in the 
midſt of the ſmall finds, there appeared 
very little probability that we ſhould paſs 
1 Wclear of them all in the ſame manner. 
F ot. being able to diſtinguiſh any one in 
ime to avoid it, we were obliged to leave 
The veſſel to. the direction of Providence, 

1 TTL and 
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ſome appearing above, and others hidden 


many veſſels. Seamen wiſh often to make 


them. The mate's conjecture was but too 
well founded ; for in leſs than two hours 7 
we heard the lea breaking upon the rocks, 


= £2 
and fortunately, I might ſay almoſt mi- 
Taculouſly, ran through them all without 
damage. The anxiety and perturbation 
of mind that the crew and paſſengers were 
in, while in the midſt of theſe rocks, 
may be eaſily conceived : and now that 
the danger was over, it turned out to be 
a fortunate occurrence for us; for, by 
this time, the ſailors being ready to ſink 
under the accumulated diſtreſſes of cold 
and fatigue, and depreſſed by the little 
hopes they had of ſaving the veſſel, had 
nearly determined a ſecond time to quit 
the pumps, and leave the veſſel to her fate, 
when acquiring freſh ſpirits from the dan- 
ger we had pes, and, as the vulgar i 
are generally inclined to ſuperſtition, at- 
tributing what was perhaps accident alone 
to the immediate interpoſition of Provi- 
dence, they agreed to continue their efforts 
a little longer; towards which they were 
likewiſe not a little encouraged by the 
wine which I diſtributed to them occa- 
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During the night the gale continuing. 
and the ſea running very high, we were 
appre- Wi 


C9. 
apprehenſive of being what ſeamen call 
pooped, or having the ſtern or poop of 
che veſſel beaten in by the waves; which 
happened in fact as we apprehended : for 

about five in the morning of the 5th, a 
large wave broke on the ſhip's quarter, 
which ſtove in our dead lights, filled the 
cabin, and waſhed the maſter out of his 
bed, where he had remained ever fince 
the commencement of the gale. This ac- 
cident. was attended with worſe conſe- 
quences than we at firſt imagined; fcr 
we ſoon diſcovered, from the increaſe of. _ 
the leaks, that the ſtern-poſt had been 
ſtarted by the impulſe of the ſea. Having 


= nothing in the after-hold, no other reſource | 
e was left but that of attempting to ſtop. 
the leaks with beef, which we cut into 
= ſmall pieces for that purpoſe : but this 
4 YR expedient we ſoon found ineffectual, and 
e the water continued to gain on us faſter 


than ever. The failors finding all their 
labours fruitleſs, and the leak, which was 

conſtantly increaſing before, now rendered 

by our late misfortune entirely irreparable, 
abandoned themſelves totally to deſpair, {| 
and again refuſed to work at the pumps 


6 0 
any longer. They had not however long 
remained ĩnactive before we contrived once 
more to perſuade them, to make another 
effort to clear the veſſel ; when, to our great 
ſurpriſe and conſternation, we found the 
pumps fo hard frozen that it was impoſſi- 
ble to move on. 


All endeavours now to keep the ſhi p 
clear were int ffectual, ſo that in a very 
ſhort time the filled to the water's 
edge. Having no longer, as we imagined, 
the ſmalleft foundation for hope, we re- 
figned ourſelves with as much fortitude as 
poſſible to our fate, which we expected 
every moment to be that of going to the 
Dottom. Notwithſtanding, when the veſ- 
ſel was quite full, we obſerved ſhe was 
very httle deeper in the water than: before; 
and then recollecting a circumſtance, which 
the trouble and confuſion we had been in 
had almoſt obliterated, namely, that we 
had a quantity of lumber on board,, we 
immediately accounted for the phenome- 

non of her not finking beyond a certain 
depth in the water, and began to recall 

hopes. — our lives at leaſt, if + 
coul 
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could but prevent her from overſetting 
till e make the iſland of St. John's, 
or ſome other iſland in the gulph. Ha- 
ving no guns on deck, and not much lum- 
ber, to render the ſhip top-heavy, we con- 
trived to prevent her from overſetting, by 
Reering directly before the wind; though 
not without ſome difficulty, as, from the 
little way ſhe made through the water, 
the waves frequently waſhed: clear over 
the decks, Beſides taking care to keep 
the veſſel ſteady, we uſed every precau- 
tion to ſecure our boat from being waſhed 
overboard, the loſs of which would in our 
preſent circumſtances be a dreadful miſ- 
fortune. . The cabin, being raiſed above 
the level of the main deck, was tolerably 
clear of water, and afforded us ſome little 
_ ſhelter from the ſeverity of the weather. 
Thither we retired, leaving only one man 
upon Geck to govern the helm, who was 
faſtened by a rope to prevent his being 
carried away by the waves, which at times 
made a free pailage over us. 


The gale ail continued without ail 
ſion, the inow falling ſo thick at the ſame 
„ „ 


. 

time, as to prevent our ſeeing to the maſt- 
head. We knew from the diſtance we 
had run, that we could not be far from 
land. The captain imagined from our 
courſe, during the night, and ſince the ſhip 
filled in the morning, that we muſt be 
near the iſland of St. John's, which lies 
between the Magdalen iſlands and the gut 
of Canſo. This gave us hopes of ſaving 
our lives, in caſe we could run aſhore on 
ſome ſandy part of it, till they were daſhed 
by the further information we had from 
the captain, that the north-eaſt fide of the 
land was nothing but a continued reef of 
rocks from one end to the other, and 
that there was but ene harbour where 
ſhips could put in which he recoMected 
was on the opÞolite ſide of the iſland, 
Ina few hours after, we obſerved the waves 
grew ſhorter and break higher, which 1s 
always found to be the caſe on approach- 
ing the ſhore; and likewiſe a number of 
gulls and ducks flying. about, a further 
ſign we could not be far diſtant from it. 


WMe now concluded that we were about 
to run upon the rocks, which, the captain 
5 informed 


n 1 
informed us, ſkirted the north-eaſt fide df 
the iſland, and on approaching the land 
laboured under greater dread and appre- 
henſion, than amidſt all the dangers we 
had before experienced, the idea of being 
caſt upon thoſe tremendous rocks being 
more terrifying than that of being,buried, 
as our companions were, in the boſom of 
the ocean. The ſhip had ſtill conſidera- 
ble way through the water, though full, 
and with no other fail ſet but a cloſe- 
reefed fore-top-ſail, which was the only 
.one we could diſplay; and the canvas 
being new, it had hitherto ſtood the 
gale. The captain propoſed bringing the 
ſhip to, to keep her off the land; which 

I oppoſed, as well as the mate, urging 
the probability that we ſhould overſet her 
in the attempt; and that moreover, ſhould 
we be able to effect it, ſhe muſt after all 
drive aſhore, as in her preſent ſtate it was 
impoſſible ro make any way to windward, 
Our opinion, however, was rejected, and 
an attempt was made to brace about the 
fore yard; but it was found impracticable, 
the ropes and blocks being covered with 
ice, We were therefore obliged to let it 
5 8 5 5 remain 


.. „ 
temain as before; and the water having 
ſuddenly changed its colour, we expected 
the ſhip 4 — 5 every inſtant. Small as 
our expectations were of ſaving our lives, 
I thought it incumbent on me to take every 
precaution to ſave the diſpatches I was 
charged with, and therefore ordered my 
ſervant to open my trunks, and collect 
all the letters they contained, which I put 
into a handkerchief, and faſtened about 
my waiſt. He at the ſame time offered 
me the money he found in them, to the 
amount of one hundred and eighty guineas, 
. Which I defired him to diſpoſe of as he 
thought proper, thinking it in the preſent 
emergency rather an incumbrance than a 
matter worthy of preſervation. My ſer- 
vant, however, thought otherwiſe, and 
took care to ſecure the cath; which was 
afterw ards of more ſervice to us, than at 
- that time I could poſſibly have imagined. 
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I be weather continued thick as uſual 
till about one o'clock, when ſuddenly 
_ _ clearing up, we diſcovered-;the land, at 
about three leagues diſtance, Thig ſight 
gave us no ſmall ſatisfaction, taking 5 i 


| firſt to be the iſland of St. John's, which 
being inhabited by ſeveral French and En- 


liſh families, we might have expected 


ome aſſiſtance from them; but on a nearer _ 
view found, from the plans we had on 
board, that it had not the leaſt appearance 
of that iſland, there being no ſuch moun- 

tains and precipices laid down, as we 
diſcovered. On drawing nigher, we ob- _ 


W ſerved the fea break high, and have a very 


| diſmal appearance about three miles from 


the land. As it was neceſſary for us to 


paſs through thoſe breakers ere we could 


gain the ſhore, we expected that out fate 


would be determined there; but, contrary / | 
to our expectations, there was a conſider- 
able depth of water, ſo that we went over 
the reef without touching, though not 
| without ſhipping many heavy ſeas, which, 
| had not the veuel's timbers been ſtrong | . 


and her loading light, mult infallibly have 4 
daſhed her to pieces. The land now be: 
gan to have a dreadful appearance, ſeemm 


ing at the diſtance we were off to be high 


and rocky ; but on approaching within a 


mile of it, we had the pleaſure of deſer  _ 
» wg a. fine ſandy beach and a bold ſhore. 
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The ſea ran high, but not to ſuch a de- 


gree as on the reef we had already paſſed. 


As we advanced, the water. continued to 


have a depth beyond our moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes, ſo as to allow us to come within 
fifty or ſixty yards of the beach before we 
ſtruck. Now was the time for every 


man's apprehenfions to be on the rack, as 
we might expect, on touching 


that the : ſhip would go to pieces. 

ſhe grounded with a violent Foncuſſion. 
On the firſt ſtroke the main-maſt went out 
of the ep, and on the ſecohd the fore- 
maſt ; but neither of. them fell over the 


fide, the deal boards in the hold being 
ſtowed ſo cloſe together thatſthe maſts had 


no room to play below; at the ſame time 
the rudder was unſhipped with ſuch vio- 


| © lence as to be near killing one of the fail- 
ors. As ſoon as the ſhip had grounded, 


the ſea began to beat over her i in every 
part, each wave lifting her four or five 
feet nearer the ſhore. In a ſhort ſpace of 


time the ſtern was beat-in by the ſea; and 


then, having no ſhelter in the cabin, we 


_ . "were obliged. to go upon deck, and hang 


a * the ſhrouds leſt we ſhould be waſhed 


overborrd- 5 


„ | 
overboard. In this uncomfortable ſitua- 
tion we remained till the veſſel was beat 
ſo high by the waves, that we could ven- 
ture to walk upon deck. We now per- 
ceived that the ſhip's keel was broken, 
which we imagined would occaſion her to 
go to pieces: this however did not hap- 
pen for the preſent; which I can only at- 
tribute to the boards in the hold being ſo 
intervoven with each other, and frozen 
together by the ice, as to give a degree of 
N to the OW 

Our firſt care now was to ger out the : 
boat ; ; which was not to be accompliſhed 
without difficulty, on account of the quan- 
tity of ice that was in and about it, and 
our reduction in number of effective hands 
by the intoxication of ſeveral of the crew, 


who had thought that the moſt effectual 2 


method of getting rid of the apprehen- 
ſions they laboured under. Our veſſel had, 
from the violence of the waves daſhing 

againſt her, broached-to, with her broad- 
ide to the wind, ſo that ſhe afforded ſome 
ſhelter for the boat to the lee ward. Ha- 
25 ving with much labour cleared the boat of 

7 D | ice, 
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lee, and prepared her for launching, I 
ordered ſome liquor to be diſtributed to 


. thoſe who were yet ſober, and then aſked, 


if any were willing to embark with me 
in the boat, and make the attempt to gain 


the ſhore. The ſea running ſo high, that 


_ it appeared ſcarcely poffible for the boat 
to live in it for a minute, very few were 
willing to make an experiment fo full of 
riſk ; ſo that all who offered themſelves 
were the mate and two ſailors, together 


with my ſervant, and a boy who was a 


_ paſſenger on board. What gave us the 
greateſt embarraſſment in this undertaking. 
was the ſurf which broke over us every 


moment, and the intenſeneſs of the cold, 
which froze every drop of water itnitie- 
diately, ſo as to cover our cloaths with a 
| ſheet of ice. At length we got the boat 


into the water, and having thrown into 
it an axe and a faw, I n in, followed 
my ſervant ant} the mate. The boy 


by 
followed us, but not ſpringing far 9 
ell into the water: he did not however 
ink immediately; and we contrived to drag 
him into the boat, but not without diffi- 


W fingen . ſo benumbed * 
t 
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the cold, that we had fcarcely the poo 
of uſing "them: and this accident was in 
the iſſue, by the chill it gave him, of fatal 
conſequence' to the unfortunate youth. 
The two ſailors, who had agreed to go 
with us, next leaped into the boat; and all 

the reſt ſeemed ready, not wit h. 


their former heſitation, to follow the ex- 


ample, when I found it neceſfary to ſhoFne 
her off from the ſhip's fide; for, being 
very ſmall, ſhe certainly would have funk, 
had ſo many perſons crowded in together. 
The ſhip was lying about forty yards from 
the ſhore ; but before we got half-way 'to 
it, we were overtaken by a wave that al- 
moſt filled the boat, and "the next drove 
us on the dry fand. 5 | 


| Fo find ourſelves once more fafe upon 
the land e us no ſmall fatisfattion, 
though in fo deſtitute a ſtate: the joy at 
having eſcaped thoſe dangers which ſo 
long had been the chief objects of our 
dread, made us for a few moments forget 
that we were ſnatched from them merely 
to be expoſed to others more inevitable; 
: Anas We — one ſpecies of death; 
'D2 probably 
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probably to undergo another more linger- 
ing and painful. What moſt affected us 
was the diſtreſs of our com panions whom 
we had left on board, whoſe lamentations 
and cries for help we could hear very di- 
ſtinctly. But it was impoſſible for us, 
however anxious, to afford them any aſſiſt- 
ance. Our boat being beat high upon 
the ſand could now be of no ule, either 
to us or to them, while the. ſea was run- 
ning to ſuch a degree, that it was not in 
the power of a human being to relieve 
them. F 2:3 00s 00 


. The night was now approaching, and 
we had not long remained in this ſituation 
ere we found ourſelves getting ſtiff with 
cold; and the gale continuing as ſevere as 
ever, we were obliged to wade with ex- 

treme difficulty, up to our waiſts in ſnow, 
to the ſhelter of a thick wood about two 
hundred and fifty yards from the beach. 
This afforded ſome relief from the pier- 
cing North-weſt wind; yet a fire Was ſtill 
wanting to warm our frozen limbs, and 
we had not wherewithal to kindle one, 
my had indeed taken che precaution to 


4 N Put 


tas J 1 
put a tinder-box in the boat, but the water 
had rendered it totallv uſeleſs. Freezing 
as we ſtood, there was nothing to be done, 
but to keep the blood in motion by exer- 
ciſe: I therefore recommended it to the 
men to move about, being better ac-- 
| quainted with the nature of cold climates, 

and that of froſt, than any of my com-- 
8 panions. My advice was ſtrictly adhered 
co for about half an hour, when the young 
& paſſenger, whom J have already mentioned, 
being overcome with the ſeverity of the 
weather, threw himſelf down, in order to 
| ſleep ; for extreme cold always occaſions _ 
a ſleepy ſenſation that is not eafily to be 
reſiſted. I ufed my utmoſt endeavours 
both by perſuaſion and force to rouſe him, 
and make him ſtand on his legs, but all 
to no purpoſe; ſo I was obliged to let 

him purſue his inclination. Atter walking 
about for half an hour longer, during 
which time I felt ſuch a ſtrong deſire to 
W ſleep, that I ſhould have lain down my- -Y 
ſelf, had I not been aware of the fatal con- 
ſequences attending it, I went to the place 
where the boy lay, and putting my hand” 
on his face, and finding it quite cold, Iob- 
RE. f 
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I of them lay down in ſpite of my repeated 


[22 ] 
'ferved to the mate, who was cloſe by, 
that I believed he was dead. To which 
the youth anſwered immediately, that he 
was not yet dead, but would be fo very 
ſhortly ; and requeſted 1 would write, if I 
furvived, to his father at New York, and 
inform him of the circumſtances of his 
fon's misfortune. In about ten minutes 
we found that he had expired, and, as [ 
imagined, without any pain whatever, at 
leaſt without any acute ſenfation of it. 
Theſe trivial matters would be unworthy 
of notice, but as they ſerve to ſnew the 
effect of intenſe cold on the human body, 
and to prove that freezing to death is not 
always attended with ſo much pain as is 
commonly ſuppoſed. 


The death of the boy cad not * 
the reſt of my fellow - ſufferers from giving 
way to this drowſy ſenſation ; and three 


exhortations to the contrary. Findipg it 
impoſſible to keep them on their legs, I 
broke a branch, and deſiring the mate to 
do the ſame, our employment during the 
| ne of the night was to prevent 3 
l rom 
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from ſleeping, by beating them contin 


ally with the branches. This was an ex 


erciſe uſeful to ourſelves, at the ſame time 
that it preſerved the lives of our com- 
panions. The day-light, which we looked. 


for with ſuch anxious expectation, at 
length appeared, when I deſired the men 


to pull down their ſtockings, and let me 
examine their legs, as they obſerved that 
they had no feeling in them. As ſoon as 


'I caſt my eyes on them, I perceived 


very clearly that they were frozen at leaſt 
half way up; and defired they would im- 
mediately rub them with ſnow, which 
they did for a confiderable time, but to 
little purpoſe ; for it was impofſible to re- 
ſtore them to their feeling. 


I then went with the mate down to the 


beach, to ſee if we could diſcover ann) 
traces of the ſhip, and out companions : -| 
whom we had left on board, and to uur 


great ſurpriſe and ſatisfaction found the 
had not yet gone to pieces, though the 
wind continued with unabated ſeverity; 
My firſt ſtudy now was how to get them 
hore, our own ſafety as well as theirs 
8 RE depending 


1 
depending on it. I was almoſt ſtiff with 


cold, but found feeling in every part, and 
was therefore certain could not be frozen. 


What ſeemed greatly to facilitate the un- 


dertaking was, that the veſſel had by this 


time beat much nigher the ſhore, ſo that the 


diſtance was but very ſmall at low water. 
It was high flood when we arrived on the 
beach ; we were therefore obliged to wait 


till the tide was out, when we adviſed the 


eople on board to faſten a rope to the 
Jib-boom, by which they might ſwing 
themſelves one by one towards the ſhore. 
They accordingly adopted this expedient, 


and by watching the motion of the ſea, 
and ſeizing the opportunity of ſwinging 
themſelves, as the waves retired, they all 


got ſafe on iche land, except a carpenter, who 


Was a paſſenger in the veſſel. He did not 
think proper to venture in this manner, or 


was unable, having the night before made 
rather too free with the bottle. We were 
happy however to get ſo many of them on 

ore, every one of whom, a few hours 


before, we concluded muſt have xeriſhe 
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The captain had fortunately, before he 
left the ſhip, put ſome materials for'ſtri- 


king a light in his pocket. We therefore 
went to work in cutting wood, and gather- 


ing the branches that lay ſcattered upon the 


ground, of which we made a fire with all 
poſſible expedition, and were happy for 


ſome time in hovering about it, and warm- 


ing our benumbed limbs. Conſidering the 
extreme cold we had endured for ſuch a 
length of time, no luxury could be equal 


to that of the fire; but this gratification 
was, like many others, to ſeveral of my 


companions followed by the moſt excru- 
ciating pain, as ſoon as their frozen parts 
began to thaw, Several of thoſe who had 


remained all night in the veſſel, as well 
as thoſe who came aſhore with me in the * | 
boat, had been frozen in different parts 
of their members. The diſtreſs that was 
now painted in the faces of theſe unfor- 


tunate men, from the tortures they under- 
went, was beyond expreffion : this I knew 


of would be the caſe before I heard them 


complain ; but, as there was no remedy, 


Wine think it veceſſary co give them any 


— Iotimation of it. 
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When we came to examine into our 


numbers, I obſerved that a Capt. Green, a 
paſſenger, was miſſing; and was informed 


| that he had fallen a ſleep on board the 
veſſel, and had been frozen to death. We 


were rather uneaſy about the man who 


Kill remained on board, yet had ſome 


hopes of faving his liſe, in caſe the ſhip 


did not go to pieces, at the return of low 


water : but it being too difficult to under- 


take in the night, we were under the ne- 


ceflity of waiting till the following day. 
This night we paſſed a little better than 
the laſt ; yet, notwithſtanding we had a 
good ood fire, we found extreme inconveniency 

om the total want of covering, as well 
as from hunger, a 'new miſery, that we 


| had hitherto been uhacquainted with, Be- 


Ades which, the greateſt part of our num- 
Ser were in the moſt wretched ſtate ima- 


| = from the ſores Oey, the 


Theinext mern a8 any | of 5 as 
were able went to the beach to contrive 


dome means to extrieate the carpenter, 


whole voice we heard on board the . 
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The ſea ſtill running with the ſame vio- 
lence as before, we could not put out the 
boat to his aſſiſtance, and were therefore 
obliged to wait the return of low water, 
when we perſuaded him to come on ſhore 
in the ſame manner as the others had 
done; but this he accompliſhed with 
much difficulty, being very weak, and fro- 
zen in different parts of his limbs. We 
ſtill remained without any kind of pro- 
viſions, and began to be reduced in 
ſtrength for want of nouriſhment. 


The 7th and 8th the gale continued ag 
boiſterous as ever; and in the night be- 
tween the 8th and gth of December the 
ſhip went to pieces from the ſtern .to the 
main- maſt, from the extreme violence 
with which the ſea broke againſt hex. 
By this part of her going to pieces; we 
obtained ſome proviſions which waſhed on 
ſhore, viz, ſome pieces of ſalt beef, . like- 

Wile ſome freſh meat that hung over the 

ſtern, and a quantity of. onions that the 

captain had on board for ſale. This re- 
_ Hef was very ſeaſonable, it being now the 

fourth day ſince we had eaten any kind of 
„5 Ez proviſion 
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proviſion whatever. Having no utenſils, 


we dreſſed our meat in the beſt manner 
we could, and made what we thought a 
' moſt delicious repaſt. The ſenſe of hun- 


er being aſſuaged, we ſet to work in 
collecting all the proviſion we could find 


ſcattered upon the beach, being appre- 


henſive that we ſhould not ſoon get a 
ſupply from any other quarter. This 


done, our next care was to get ourſelves 
under cover, and form ſome kind of 


ſhelter from the piercing blaſt. This taſk 
was not an eaſy one, ſo many of our com- 
pany being unable to move, and of the 
remainder none but the mate and myſelf 
capable of any active exertion, being all 
more or leſs bitten by the froſt ; and our 
number reduced to ſeyenteen, by the loſs 


of two perſons, as already mentioned. 


A quantity of deals had floated on ſhore 
from the wreck : of theſe we carried about 
two hundred and fifty into the wood, and 
by ten at night completed a kind of houſe, 
about twenty feet long and ten wide; 


which was conſtructed in the following 


manner. We cut two poles of the above- 


e — and, having no nails, 
tied 


1 29 ] 
tied them at a proper height on the outſide 
of two trees, at the diſtance of twenty 
feet from each other: the interval between 

the poles, which was equal to the breadth 
of the trees, ſerved for the ſmoke of our 

fire to go through; the fire itſelf being 
laid in an oblong poſition, extending it- 
ſelf nearly the whole length of the houſe, 
Againſt theſe croſs poles we placed boards 
with a ſlope of about ſixty degrees to- 
wards the ground, which conſtituted the two 
principal ſides. The two other ſides were 
compoſed of boards placed perpendicular, 
the trunks of the trees being taken in, and 
forming pait of each fide: on one of theſe | 
ſides, that looked towards the ſouth ea: 
we left a vacancy for the entrance. 


This buſineſs being over, we exa- 
mined the quantity of proviſions we had 
collected, and had the ſatisſaction to find 
that we uad in tore between two and three 
hundred pounds of ſalt beef, and a con- 

ſiderable flock of onions. As to bread, 

wie had none; for, when the veſſel went 
to pieces, che caſks were ſtove and the 
bread loſt, Economy and good manage- 

RB | ment 
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ment were now highly neceſſary to make 


- - our little ſtock laſt long as poſſible, it be- 


ing quite uncertain when we could get 
any relief ; and, in conſequence, it was 
determined, that each man, whether ſick 
or well, ſhould be confined to a quarter 


of a pound of beef and four onions per 


day, as long as the latter ſhould laſt. This 
wretched allowance, but juſt enough to 
keep a man from ſtarving, was' the ut- 
moſt we thoughr it prudent to afford our- 
ſelves, leſt we ſhould be in an uninhabited 
country; for as yet we were rather uncer- 
tain on what coaſt we were caſt away ; 
though afterwards, on comparing circum- 
ſtances, we concluded it muſt be on the 
iland of Cape Breton. | 


On the 1 1thof December, being the fixth 
day after we landed, the gale abated, and 
gave us an opportunity to launch our boat, 
and get on board what remained of the 
veſſel. Three of us accordingly embarked, 
having with much labour launched the 
boat, and cleared her of the ſand and ice. 
As ſoan as we got on board the wreck, 
we went to work at opening the * 
e 


„ 1 
and having but one axe, and the cables 
being frozen over them in a ſolid lump of 
ice, it took the whole day to accompliſh it. 
The next day, the weather being ſtill mo- 
derate, we went again on board, and ha- 
ving cleared away the remainder of the 
cable, we cut up part of the deck, in or- 
der to make room to get out two. caſks 
of onions, with a ſmall barrel of beef, 
containing about one hundred and twenty 
pounds, and three barrels of apples, ſhip- 
ped bya Jewiſh merchant of Quebec. We 
| Fkewiſe found a quarter-caſk of potatoes, 
a bottle of oil, which proved very ſervice- 
able to the men's ſores, another axe, a large 
iron pot, two camp kettles, and about 
twelre pounds of tallow candles. With 
much difficulty we got this great ſupply 
on ſhore. On the 13th we made it our 
buſineſs to get our proviſions ſtowed away 


nn a corner of the hut, when, on opening 


the apple caſks, we found their contents, to 
our great furpriſe, converted into bottles 
of Canadian balſam, a more valuable com- 
modiry to be ſure than apples, but what we 
could gladly have exchanged in our pre- 
ſent ſituation for ſomething more friendly 


| FER -- 
x to the ſtomach than to the conſtitution. 
This diſappointment, as may be ſuppoſed, 
extorted a few hearty gaod wiſhes towards 
the Jew; yet we found afterwards ſome 
uſe for his Canadian balſam, though ſome- 


what different from what he intended it 
ſhould be applied to. 


The 8 ſupply u we got from 
on board the wreck enabled us the next 
day to add four onions to our daily allow- 

ance. We went on board once more on 
the 14th, and cut as much of the fails as 

- poſſible from the bowſprit, with part of 
which we covered our hut, and made it 
tolerably warm and comfortable, notwith- 

| landing the ſeverity of the weather. By 
this t.me the ſores of the men who had 
been froſt-bitten began to mortify, and 
gag cauſed their toes, fingers, and other parts 
[of the limbs affected, to rot off, their an- 
guiſn being at the lame time almoſt ; into- 
lerable. The carpenter, who came on 
ſhore after-the others, bad loſt the greateſt 

Part of bis feet, and on the 14th at night 
became delirious, in which unhappy ſtate 


he. continued, till death. releaſed him the 
| f following 


| . i 
following day from his miſerable exiſtence, 
We covered him with ſhow and branches 
of trees, having neither ſpade nor pick- 
axe to dig a grave for him; nor would it 
have been poffible, if we had beth pro- 
vided with them, the ground being in 
this climate fo hard frozen during che 
winter 43; to be almoſt impenetrable. 
Three days after, our ſecond mate died in 
the ſame manner, having been delirious 

for ſome hours before he expired. We 
felt but very little concern at the death of 
dur companions, either on their account ox 
dur own: for, in the firſt place, we con- 
Hidered it rather a happineſs than a misfor- 
tune to be deprived of life in our preſent 
wretched ſituation, and, in the ſecond, be- 
cauſe thete became the fewer mouths to 
tonſume our little ſtock of proviſtons: in- 
| det, had not ſome paid the debt of na- 
ture, we ſhould in the end have been fe- 


duced to the ſhockidg neceſlity of killigg 


and devouring one another. Though not 
yet reduced to this neceffity, our conditivhe = 
was fo miſerable, that it ſeemed ſcartely 
poſſible for any new diftreſs to make & 
lenſible addition to ir. Beſides the pro 
A ſpect 
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bes of periſhing through want in that 
eſolate place, and the pain ariſing from 
a perpetual ſenſe of hunger and cold, the 
agony that the greateſt part were in, from 
the ſores. occaſioned by the froſt, was-be- 
yond expreſſion, while their groans were 
almoſt equally diſtreſſing to the remainder 
but what affected me more than all our 
other miſeries, was the quantity of ver- 
min, proceeding from the men's ſores, 
and continually increaſing, which infeſted 
4 us in every part, and rendered us diſguſt- 
ing even to ourſelves. Several, however, 
who had been but ſlightly frozen, reco- 
vered in a ſhort time, with the loſs of a 
few toes and fingers; no one having en- 
tirely eſcaped the froſt but myſelf. On 
the 2oth another ſailor died, after having 
been, like the others, fame time in a de- 
lirium, and was buried, or rather covered, 
in the ſame manner. Our number was 
now reduced to fourteen perſons; yet we 
did not think it prudent to increaie the 
allowance of proviſions, but ſtill kept it 
at the rate originally fixed on, of a quarter 
| * a e 1 beef per * 
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The mate and I had frequently gone 
out together, ſince we were ſhipwrecked, 
to try if we could diſcover any traces of 
inhabitants, but hitherto without ſucceſs. 
About a fortnight after we had fixed our- 
ſelves in the hut, we took the opportunity 
of a fine day to walk ten or twelve miles 
up a river, upon the ice, where we ob- 
ferved many tracks of ' mooſe-deer. and 
other animals, ſome of which we might 
have killed, had we been provided with 
arms and ammunition, In our progreſs 
up the river we diſcovered ſeveral trees 
cut on. one fide, as we imagined, by aw 
axe, which gave us reaſon to think there 
might be Indians near at hand. On go- 
ing up to the place we could plainly per- 
ceive, that there had been ſome there 
lately, by their wig-wam, which ſtill re- 
mained with ſome freſh bark about it. 
We likewiſe found the ſkin of a mooſe- 
deer hanging acroſs a pole. We travelled . 
a good way further, in hopes of making 
ſome more diſcoveries of this nature; but 
to no purpoſe. It gave us nevertheleſs 
ſome ſatisfaction to find, that we were in 
. inhabitants had been lately, 
8 F 2 a 
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as it was probable they might again return 
there. In caſe this ſhould. happen, I cut 
a long pole and ſtuck it in the ice upon 
the river; then with my knife, which I 
always took care to preſerve, as it was 
the only one amongſt us, cut a piece of 
bark from a birch tree, and forming it 
into the ſhape of a hand, with the fore- 
finger extended and pointing towards our 
hut, fixed it on the top of the pole, and 
took away the mooſe-ſkin, in — that 
they might perceive that ſome perſons had 
been on the ſpot ſince they left it, and the 
route they had taken on their return. We 
then purſued the way to our habitation, 
and communicated this agreeable informa- 
tion to our companions, who were not yet 
able ta move about: trifling as the hopes 
were: which we could in reaſon derive 
from this diſcovery, yet it gave them con- 
ſiderable ſatisfaction. Twenty days being 
elapſed ſince our ſhipwreck, and our pro- 
viſions being very much reduced, I began 
to entertain a ſuſpicion, that there was 
ſome foul-play, during my abſence at dif- 
ferent times from, the hut:in ſearch. of in- 
9 1 Was rherefore . 
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find out the truth, if poſſible, by keeping 
a conſtant watch at night ; by which means 

I at length diſcovered, that the depreda- 
tors were ns. other than the captain and 
two . failors, who had conſumed no leſs 
than ſeventy pounds, beſides a quantity 
of onions, in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time. Ta 
prevent ſuch unfair practices for the fu- 
ture, the mate and I never went out to- 
gether, one of us conſtantly remaining in 
the hut. | 


Me continued in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe from 
our laſt diſcovery for ſome days, When 
giving up at length all hopes: of ſeeing 
any Indians or inhabitants in this place, 
having proviſions only tor fix weeks lon- 
ger, and a few of our men, together with 
the captain, being recovered, I propoſed. 
leaving our habitation, with as many as 
could work in the boat, in ſearch. of :nha+ 
bitants. This propoſal was unanimouſly 
aſſented to; but when we came to think 
how it was to be put in execution, a new 
difficulty ſtarted itſelf, namely, that of re- 
pairing the boat, which had been beat in 
juch a manner by the ſea upon the beach, 
N | that 
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that every ſeam was open. We firſt at- 
tempted to ſtop them with dry oakum, 
but ſoon found that it would not anſwer 
the intended purpoſe, and having ſaved 
no pitch from on board the wreck, we 
began to deſpair of the poſſibility of re- 
pairing them. I, at length, thought of 
making a kind of ſuccedaneum for pitch 
of the Canadian balſam, which, as I be- 
fore mentioned, had been ſhipped for ap- 
ples, and had been by us brought on ſhore 
under that deception, We accordingly 
went to work in making the experiment, 
and boiled a quantity of the balſam in the 


jron kettle we had ſaved, and frequently 


taking it off the fire to cool, we ſoon 
brought it toa proper confiftence. A ſuffi- 
- cient quantity of it being prepared, we 
turned up the boat, and having cleaned 
her bottom, gave her a coat of the bal- 
ſam, which effectually ſtopped up all cre- 
vices for the preſent. This done, we got 
a ſmall fail rigged to a maſt, which ſhip- 
ped and unſhipped occaſionally ; ; and then 
pitched upon the perſons who v were to 80 
with me in the h | | 
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- By the 1ſt of January, with much dif- 
ficulty and fatigue, we got our boat in 
tolerable condition, ſo that ſhe could 
ſwim without making much water; like- 
, wiſe our maſt and fail rigged, in cafe we 
ſhould happen to get a fair wind, which 
ve could not often expect on this coaſt 
at the preſent ſeaſon of the year; for, 
during the winter months, it blows almoſt 
conſtantly from weſt to north-weſt, which 
is immediately on the land. We could not 
expect therefore to have much occafion 
for our ſail ; nevertheleſs it might ſome- 
times be ſerviceable, and afford ſome re- 
lief to the, rowers. We had agreed to 
take ſix in the boat, viz. the captain and 
mate, two failors, myſelf and ſervant : of 
the others none were fo far recovered as 
to be judged equal to the fatigues we 
might expect in this expedition. Our 
| ſhoes being all nearly worn out, my em- 
ployment, during the whole of the next 
day, was to make a kind of mowkiſins, 
or Indian ſhoes, of canvas. My needle 
Was nothing more than the handle of a 
pewter Poms which I had faſhioned as 
Well as I could for the W and the 
| | - ſame 
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Tame canvas ſuppked me with thread. As 
| foot as T had made twelve pair, which 
was two for each man in our party, we 
divided the proviſions that remained into 
Fourteen equal parts, which amounted 
only to a quarter of a pound of beef per 
day for fix weeks; thoſe who were to 
Ray behind, ſharing as much as we who 
were to go in the boat, notwithſtanding 
the great fatigue Which we had every tea- 
fon to expect. Every neceſſary preliminary 
being adjuſted, we propoſed ſetting off 
the next day; but the wind blowing freſh 
at notth-weſt, were obliged to remain where 
we were nll the 4th: By this time the 
tee, foating in prodigious quantities on 
the coaſt, and in ſome places collecting, 
and blocking up the bays, rendered our 
_ Undertaking extremely hazardous; yet we 
thought it mote adviſeable to fate any 
danger, and to encbunter any hardſhip, 
than ro remain in our preſent ſituation 


* 


/ : 


With a certainty of ftatving. 


© TH the afternoon of the ail, the wind 
' moderating, we got our, proviſions, and 
whatever lirfle matters might be of ſervice 
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to us, into the boat; and, having taken 
leave of our companions, ſet off on our 
expedition. Having got about eight miles 
from the place of our ſhipwreck, the wind 
began to increaſe and blow very hard at 
| ſouth-eaſt, which was immediately off 
the ſhore. The boat, as well as the oars, 
being none-of the beſt, we were on the 
Point of being blown out to fea, but by 
dint of rowing made ſhift to get into a 
deep bay about a mile a-head, - where we 
thought we might paſs the night with 
fafety. Having got every thing on ſhore, 
we hauled our boat up as high as. our 
ſtrength would permit, ſo as to prevent 
the ſea from doing her any more damage. 
This done, we ſet to work in lighting our 
fire, and cutting our wood for the night: 
we, likewiſe cut ſome. pine- branches, the 
ſmaller of which ſerved us to lie on, and 
the larger, in the form of a wigwam, to 
ſhelter us from the eee of the 
n dne | 


© The 1 had landed on was a ſine 
+ ſandy, beach, with little or no ſnow on it. 


RY obſerved ſome. ſmall pieces of | 
0 G wood 9 
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-wood caſt on ſhore by the tide, that had 
formerly been cut with an axe, and a 
mumber of long poles ſcattered along the 
edge of the bank, which had likewiſe 
been cut in the ſame manner, I thought 
it likely there might be ſome inhabitants 
near at hand; and propoſed, as ſoon as 
we had taken a little refreſhment, to go 
along the beach to a high point of land 
at about two miles diſtance, which was 
clear of wood, and appeared to be culti- 
vated; thinking from thence we might 
make ſome uſeful diſcoveries. I accord- 
ingly ſet out ſoon after with two of the 
men; and, before we had proceeded a 
mile, ſaw the remains of a fhallop, or 
Newfoundland fiſhing-boat, almoſt. co- 
vered with ſand, Which ſeemed to. have 
been ſet on fire. This gave us hopes of 
diſcovering ſomething elſe to our fatisfac- 
tion, and we proceeded as faſt as we could 
to the point of land. Having gained the 
top of it, we deſcried, to our inexpreſſible 
Joy, a few houſes about half a mile diſtant, 
towards which we directed our courſe, 
having no doubt but that we ſhould now 
meet with ſome relief; but on coming up to 
| | „ 
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them, found they were only the remains 
of ſome old ſtore-houſes, which had been 
built there for the curing of cod-fiſh, and 
to all appearance had been abandoned 
{ome years before. e 


This was a mortifying diſappointment 
to us. We determined however to make 
the moſt of our diſcovery ; and _— 
a number of old caſks lying about in dif- 
ferent parts, we ſearched them, as well 
as the houſes, very minutely, in hopes of 

finding ſome proviſions. but to no purpoſe. 
As we walked along the point, we ga- 
thered about a quart of cranberries, ſome - 
of which we eat, preſerving the remainder 
for our companions. Having reconnoitred 
every part of this point, without any fur- 
ther ſucceſs, we returned to our boat, and 
communicating the diſcoveries we made 
to our companions, gave them their ſhare 
of the berries we had gathered. Even 
theſe diſcoveries gave us much fatisfac- 
tion, as they tended to confirm our hopes 
of finding ſome inhabitants in the courſe 
of our voyage along the coaſt. : 
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In the mean time, the wind came round 
to the north-weſt, and blew with ſuch 
violence as to prevent us from proceeding 
on our voyage. It continued ſo for two 
days, when, happening to get up in the 
middle of the night, I was aſtoniſhed on 
obſerving, while the wind continued blow- 

as hard as ever, that the ſea was en- 
tirely without agitation, I immediately 
awoke the mate, to inform him of this 
extraordinary phenomenon ;. and going 
down to the beach together to know the 
cauſe, we found the ſea all covered with 
ice, nothing but a large ſheet of it being 
to be ſeen for leagues around. This was 
an alarming circumſtance, as it ſeemed to 
preclude all poſſibility of proceeding any 
farther, and might give us cauſe even to 
regret having left our habitations : for, 
though we were ſo near, it was impoſſible to 
return by land, beſides other impediments, 
on account of the depth of ſnow, which 
was impaſſable unleſs with ſnow- ſhoes. 


The wind continued to blow from the 
ſame quarter for two days longer; and at 


length, on the "IN It became perfectly 
calm, 


Rs 
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calm. Next morning the wind came 
round to the ſouth-eaſt, which was di- 
rectly off the land, and in a ſhort time 
blew extremely hard, ſo that by four 
o'clock in the afternoon, there was not a 
piece of ice to be ſeen along the coaſt, 
the whole of it being blown out to ſea. 
This was a very pleaſing ſight to us, as 
it gave us a proſpect of being extricated 
from our preſent dr-ary ſituation. How- 
ever, the violence of the wind prevented 
us from moving till the 11th of January, 
when the weather being moderate, and a 
fine light breeze blowing along the coaſt, 
we launched our boat with much difficulty, | 
being greatly reduced in ſtrength for want 
of a due degree of nouriſhment. Having 
got round the clear point of the land, we 
2 hoiſted our ſail and put before the wind. 


The weather being very moderate, ond 
little or no ſea running, we made tole- 
rable way, and had not proceeded far be- 
fore we deſcried an extremely high point, 
about ſeven leagues a-head, with a con- 
_ tinued precipice along the coaſt, ſo that 
it was  impoſhble for us to land on any 

„ | "2 
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part of it, before we came to that head- 
land. This made it very dangerous to 
attempt the paſſage; for if the wind 
ſhould happen to come round to the north- 
weſt, we muſt infallibly have periſhed 
amongſt the rocks. But danger was no 
longer an object to be conſidered by us; 
ſo we got out two oars, not being able 
to uſe any more, as the boat had been ſo 
much damaged, that two men were con- 
ſtantly employed in keeping her clear of 
water, and with the aſſiſtance of a fair 
wind made the point about eleven o'clock 
at night; but finding no place that we 
could poſſibly land on, we were obliged 
to keep along the coaſt till two in the 
morning, when the wind increaſing, and 
a ſtony beach appearing, on which we 
ſhould not have thought it expedient to 
land had the wind been moderate, we 
were obliged to put aſhore, and immedi- 
ately got our proviſions out of the boat. 
The beach was of ſome height from the 
ſurface of the water, the ſea having beat 
the gravel up into a kind of bank; which 
rendered it impoſſible for us to haul our 
boat up. We were therefore obliged to 
leave her to the mercy of the ſea. 58 
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The place where we landed was a a beach 
of about four hundred yards in length, 
bounded at the diſtance of about fifty yards 
from the water's edge by a precipice of 
at leaſt one hundred feet in height, which 
incloſed it on all fides. If the wind ſhould 
come round to the north-weſt, we knew 


that we ſhould be entirely deprived of 


ſhelter, yet, as it blew too freſh for us to 
attempt putting to ſea again, we were ob- 
liged to remain there, notwithſtanding 
theſe 1 inconveniencies. | 


On the 1 3th the wind came round to. 
the north-weſt, and blowing very hard, 
the ſea beat with ſuch violence againſt the 
ſhore,-as-to-drive our boat twenty yards 
| higher than ſhe was, and to beat ſeveral 
holes in her bottom. Now was the time 
for us to feel all the miſeries of our pre- 
ſent ſituation; for being ſurrounded by 


| precipices, which prevented us from ſhel- 
| tering ourſelves 1 in the woods, and havin 
ſo little covering, and no firing but what 
we collected from ſame pieces of timber, 
which floated accidentally upon the ſhore, 
ve ie could but * keep ourſelves from ab- 
„ ſolute 


186 1 


ſolute freezing. The ſame weather con- 
tinued for eight days, with a prodigious 
fall of ſnow, a circumſtance that added to 
our other inconveniences. At length, on 
the 21ſt, the weather became more mode- 
rate, and the ſnow ceaſed, having in the 
courſe of this lait week fallen to the depth 
of three feet perpendicular, This gave us 
an opportunity of cooking our proviſions, 
which we had done but once fince our 
landing. Even this was a grear loſs to us, 
as the water that the meat was boiled in 
afforded us almoſt as much nouriſhment 
as the meat elk. 


Next day we cond with much la- 
bour to turn our boat halfway over, in 
order to examine the damage ſhe had re- 
ceived, which we found conſiderable; the 
coat of balſam being entirely rubbed off, 
and ſeveral holes made in ber bottom. 
We expected the ice would go to ſea, as 
it had done once before, when ever the 
wind ſhould come round to the ſouthward; 
and therefore thought, if we could but get 
our boat repaired, that we might fil! 


have ſome chance of meeting with inha- 
11 bicants. 
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bitants. But the great difficulty was how 
to repair it; for we had no pitch or bal- 
ſam left, and but little dry oakum, which 
was of no ſervice to us without the former. 
After trying various methods, we at laſt 
gave it up as a thing entirely impracticable, 
and began to turn our thoughts towards 
ſome other means of getting out of this 
bleak and barren place, to ſearch for re- 
lief in an inhabited country. n 


Though it was impoſfible for us to 
climb the precipice by which we were en- 
compaſſed, yet, if we were determined to 
abandon out boat, we imagined, that we 
might eaſily get into the woods, by walk- 
ing along ſhore upon the ice, which ſtill 
covered the ſea, and had ſtrength ſuffi- 
cient to bear any weight. In fact the 
mate and I propoſed: walking a few miles 
on it, in order to make the experiment. 
We accordingly ſet out, and had not pro- 

eceded far before we came to the entrance 
af a river, and a fine ſandy beach, where, 
had our good fortune directed us to land, 
we might have lived more comfortably, 
and have preſerved our boat. But what 


„ 
was to be done now that we could get 
into the woods? We could not think of 
walking acroſs them in ſearch of a culti- 
vated country: beſides that we ſhould be 
entirely ignorant how to direct our courſe, 
the depth of ſnow, which. had by this 
time increaſed to ſix feet in the wood, 
rendered it impoſſible for us to travel with- 

aut ſnow- ſhoes. After conſulting toge- 
ther, we at laſt came to a reſolution of 
taking the next day what proviſions we 
had upon our backs, and coaſting along 
tie ice, till we could diſcover ſome inha- 
bitants, expecting, from its preſent appear- 
ance. of ſtrength, that it would remain 
for ſome time longer: and the wind having 
drifted the greateſt part of the ſnow off it, 
we computed that we ſhould be able to 
walk about ten miles a day, even in our 
preſent weak and reduced condition. 


This being fully reſol ved, we were to 

bet out the morning of the 24th z but on 

the night D it, the wind came 

| round to the ſouth-eaſt, and blew. hard, 

| attended with ſnow and rain; ſo that in 

the morning, as I already ee, 
Vo; wou 
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* be the caſe, that whole ſheet of i ice, 
which the night before looked fo firn 
was demoliſhed, or driven out to ſea. Thus 
were all our ſchemes. fruſtrated— neither 
ice to walk on, nor boat to carry us 
through the water; not even a poſſibility 
of moving from this place, where we were 
embayed, and ſurrounded by inſurmount- 
able precipices. Thus circumſtanced, we 
were again obliged to turn our thoughts 
towards ſome ſcheme for. repairing our 
boat: upon that our only hope depended, . . 
We had plenty of oakum to ſtop up. the 
1 and ſeams, but nothing to ſubſtitute 
in the room of pitch, to prevent the water 
from penetrating. I at length thought of 
a plan, which imagined might have the 
wiſhed- for effect, namely, that of throw- 
mg water over the oakum, and letting it 
freeze, into a cake of ice. As ſoon ag day 
appeared, I reſolved to put this ſcheme to 
the teſt, and having cleared the boat of 
ſnow. and (gravel, immediately went to 
work. The men in general made light of 
my undertaking, ms aſſiſted with much 4 
reluctance, thinking that they were throw- 


ing youu their labour. However, 1 
H 2 | ſoon 
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| ſoon convinced them to the contrary; 
for by four o'clock in the afternocn, 
by continually throwing water over the 
oakum, we froze up every ſeam and hole 
in ſuch a manner, that not a drop of water 
could enter, as long as the weather con- 
tinued freezing, as at preſent. 


On the 27th of January, the weather 
being moderate; and a light breeze directly 
. off the ſhore, we got our boat very care- 
fully launched, and ſet off early in the 
morning from this ill-omened bay. We 
had the pleaſure to obſerve that the boat 
made little or no water, ſo that we were 
enabled to keep our four oars continually 
at work. As we advanced along the 
; coaſt, we found it ſtill bordered by no- 
- thing but barren precipices, with every 
four or five miles perhaps a ſmall ſandy 
| beach, * e ITED 


The weather continued very moderate 

all the day of the 27th, ſo that by fix o'clock 
in the evening, we computed that we had 
rowed about twelve miles from where we, 
departed in the morning. This oo 


* 
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would be but an indifferent day's work 


for people in health and vigour, ' but a 


great deal for thoſe in our circumſtances; 
not only being extremely weakened and 
reduced, but the boat itſelf being very 
heavy and unwieldy, from the quantity of 


ice in it. We put aſhore about ſix o'clock: 


upon a ſmall ſandy beach, and by placing 
oars under our boat, dragged her carefully 
ſome yards from the water; ſo that ſhe 


lay very ſafe while the wind continued as 
it then was. We next cut ſome branches, 


and having made a fire, ſheltered'ourſelves 


as well as poſſible in the wood. Our tin- 


der being nearly conſumed, I was obliged 
to furnith a freth ſupply, by cutting away 

the back part of my ſhirt, which 1 had 
worn ever fince we left "oe ſhip. | 


A ſhower of rain the next day WR 


ö tunately melted all the ice off our boat: 
we were therefore prevented from going 


any farther till a return of the froſt, and 
had the mortification to Joſe the bene of 


a fine day, in the courſe of which we 


might have proceeded with a good boat 


5 ſeveral leagues | more on our 2 
What 


» - 


1. 4 1 


g What made the matter worſe, was that 
dur proviſions were now reduced to two 
pounds and a half of beef for each man. 


On the morning of the 29th, the mate 


- having wandered a little diſtance from our 
fire, returned in haſte to inform me, that 
he had diſcovered a partridge perched on 


the bough of a tree, which he thought I 


might poſſibly deviſe ſome method of 
Fatching, I immediately went to the 


' { place where he had ſeen it, and found it 


in the ſame fituation as before. Obſerving 
that the bird was very tame, and not 
above fourteen feet from the ground, I 
cut down a long pole, and taking part 
of the rope-yarn that faflened my canvas 
ſmoes, made a running loop of it, and fixed 
tit to the end of the pole; then walking 

ſoftly under the tree, and lifting the pole 
- gently up, I fixed the loop about the 
partridge's neck, and giving it a _fudden 
jerk, cloſed the loop, and ſecured the 
' bird. The mate, as well as myſelf,” as 
ſoon as 1 had caught | it, laughed very 


heartily, for the firſt time that either of us 


had any inclination to ſmile ſince our 


* We then. went towards the 
fire 
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fire with our prize, and boiled it in ſome 
melted ſnow, together with a little ſalt 
water, to give the broth a reliſh : having 
divided it, when dreſſed, into ſix equal 
parts, and caſt lots for the choice of each, 
we ſat down to what we found a delicious 
meal; the only one, excepting the quart 
of cranberries, for which we were indebt- 
eld to chance, or providence, ſince we had 
been 1 upon the iſland. | 


- On the afternoon of the 29th i it - began 19 
i freeze hard, when we took the advan- 
tage of the froſt to ſtop the boat's leaks 
as before; ; and the wind ſtill continuing 
moderate, we launched her as ſoon as 
that buſineſs was completed, and put to 
fea. The day being almoſt ſpent before 
we ſet off, we could not make above ſeyen 
| miles to a ſandy beach and thick wood, . 
which ſeemed to afford a tolerable ſhelter. 
Ins this place we paſſed the night; and 
the next day, the weather being till fa- 
vourable, we launched our boat betimes 
in the morning, in order to get before 
night as far as poſſible on our journey; 
; iſ we had not OY above ſix miles, 


before - 
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1 
before the wind freſhening up from the 


ſouth-eaſt, obliged us to put aſhore, and 
haul our nn e 


A beovr fall of rain, which continued 


the whole day, rendered our ſituation ex- 


tremely uncomfortable, and melted again 


the icy calking of the boat. We were 
therefore to conſole ourſelves, as well as 


we could, in the certainty of remaining 
here till a return of the froſt, and mean 
while propoſed to reconnoitre, as far as 


_- our reduced ſtate would allow us, into 
the country. In this however we were 


prevented by the quantity of ſnow which 


ſtill lay on the ground, and was not yet 
ſufficiently frozen to bear our weight 
without rackets or ſnow-ſhoes. Towards 


the ſpring of ,the year, in theſe cold cli- 


mates, they may for the moſt part be diſ- 
penſed with, when the ſnow has become 


more: condenſed by its own weight, the 
influence of the ſun, and the ral which 
begin to fall at this ſeaſon. The froſt 

then returning, after the thaw, forms a 


kind of incruſtation on the ſurface, that 
will bear a man's weight without fink- 


ing 


— 


3 e, A Oe 
ing. Had this ſeaſon been arrived, we 
ſhould have abandoned our crazy boat, 
and, taking the little proviſion we. ſtill 
poſſeſſed, have made an attempt to diſ- 
cover inhabitants, by a march into the 
heart of the country; perhaps it was for- 

tunate we could not attempt it, as in all 
probability we ſhould have periſhed in the 


Not having it in our power to wander 
towards any other part, we walked along 
the ſhore as far as we were able, and faw 
3 that could attract our notice but 
ſome ſtumps of trees, from which the 
trunks might have been cut ſome years 
before: from this circumſtance we could 
collect no very ſanguine hope of being 
near an inhabited country.” Soon after, 
the wind coming round to the north-weſt, 
and bringing the froſt along with it, we 
were once more enabled to repair - out 
boat, and to prepare for launching it, as 
ſoort as the wind fhould abate its violence; 
This happening in ſome degree on the 1 
of February, we immediately embarked; 
and purſued our coaſting voyage; but the = 
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ſeverity” of the cold having formed a 
quantity of ice, it was with extreme la- 
bour that we contrived to get five miles 
before night, one of our party being em- 
ployed in breaking the ice with a pole, 
and clearing it from the bows of the 


| boat. 


The following 2 the wind blowing 
freſh from the north-weſt quarter pre- 
vented us again from proceeding any far- 
ther till the 3d, when, coming round to the 
weft, which is directly along the ſhore, 


and the moſt favourable that could blow 


for us, we were enabled to embark, and 
purſue our voyage. Our boat, notwith- 
ſtanding all our diligence in calking, 
made now ſo much water, that we were 
obliged to keep one man conſtantly at 
work in baling it out with a camp-kettle, 
The wind, . however, was as fair as we 
could wiſh, and being neither too flack nor 
too violent, we for ſome time went at the 
rate of four miles an hour, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of our oars; but ſoon. after, the 
wind increaſing, we laid in our oars, and 
ran under our fail alone, at the rate of 


about five miles an hour, 
After 


. 

After having run above ſixteen miles, 
we diſcovered an exceeding high land, 
about ſix leagues diſtant, with ſeveral 
other mountains and large bays between 
us; and it being yet early in the day, a 
fine wind, and no great ſea, we were in 
hopes, if the wind ſhould not increaſe too 
much, that we ſhould be able to reach it 
before night. As we proceeded along 
the coaſt, we found it in every part high 
and rocky, which made us very uneaſy 
leſt the wind ſhould riſe before we could 
make the head-land. ' About two o'clock 
m the afternoon, when we ſuppoſed we 
were within three leagues of it, we diſco- 
vered an iſland about twenty miles from 
the main; and, on comparing circum- 
ſtances, we concluded that the iſland 
muſt be that of St. Paul, and the high 
land the north point ef Cape Breton. 
The prodigious height of the land led us 
into an erroneous computation of its di- 
ſtance; for, notwithſtanding we had ſup- 
poſed that we were within three leagues of 
it when we firſt diſcovered the iſland of St. 
Paul, we found, before we reached it, 
that we had run near five leagues. 
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It was almoſt dark by the time we 
reached the North Cape; where finding 
no place to land, we were obliged to 
. double the cape, and continue our journey. 
The wind now began to freſhen, and we 
had a heavy ſea from the north-eaſt to en- 
gounter, as ſoon as we came oppoſite to 
the cape. After having doubled it, our 
eourſe lay in a very different direction 
from what it had been in the morning; 
ſo that we were obliged to ſtrike our ſail, 
and take to the oars. The wind at the 
ſame time blew ſo hard off the high lands, 
that it was with the utmoſt difficulty we 
could keep along the coaſt: had we not 
| been aſſiſted by a heavy ſwell, that came 
from the north-eaſt, we mult. min 
have been blows out to ſea. 


Finding no place to land t the 
night, we continued rowing as cloſe as 
we could to the rocks, till about five in 
the morning; when hearing the ſea run 
on the ſhore very long and heavy, we 
imagined that we muſt be off a ſandy 
beach. We accordingly rowed towards 
the land, and at the diſtance of w_ yards, 


for 
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for. it, was yet dark, Were able to diſcern a 
beach at leaſt four miles in lengths It was 
not however a convenient place for us to 
put in, on account of the ſurf, and a long 
and heavy ſea that rolled on it; yet be- 
ing ſo much fatigued with rowing, that 
we were incapable of proceeding any far- 
ther, we were obliged to attempt a land- 
ing. This we effected with more eaſe 
than we looked. for, and ſuffered. no other 
inconvenience but that of having our boat 

nearly filled with water on the beach, 
Having landed, our firſt care was to haul 
up the boat, that ſhe might meet with no 
further damage from — ſea. We then 
got into the woods, which lay cloſe to the 
ſhore; and as Ichad taken Th precaution 
to put our tinder- box in my boſom, before 

we landed, to preſerve it from the water, 

we contrived; to. kindle a fire; a refreſh- 

ment we had much occaſion for, having 

got wet in landing, and being in ſo we 
and reduced a condition, that it was wick 
the greateſt diſfeulty we could keep our- 
ſelves awake for a few minutes when ber 


fore the fire; ſo that we were under the 


| 18 5 of aching in turu : left, alt be- 
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ing aſleep together, the fire ſhould go out, 
and we ſhould be frozen to death. Ha- 
ving now time to conſider every circum- 
ſtance, and finding, as ſoon as daylight 


appeared, that the land ſtill continued to 


have an oppoſite bearing to that on the 
bother fide of the point, we had no doubt 
remaining, but that we were upon the 
North Cape of the iſland of Breton, which, 
together with Cape Roy on the iſland of 
Newfoundland, marks the entrance of the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. EA 


Our proviſions were now entirely con- 
ſumed, and having not the moſt diſtant 
proſpe& of getting any more, we were 
ready to abandon ourſelves to deſpair. As 
we were certain of being on an inhabited 
iſland, we might have flattered ourſelves 
with the hopes of getting relief, by per- 
ſevering in our dilatory progreſs, had we 
-  Wherewithal to provide for our immediate 
- , ſubfiſtance, Having weighed the neceſ- 
ſity of the caſe, and the miſery of periſh- 
ing by hunger, I was of opinion, as well 
as the mate, that it would be moſt adviſe- 
- able to ſacrifice one for the . 
4 N e 
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of the reſt; and that the moſt proper 
method would be by caſting lots, which 

ſhould be the unfortunate victim. But, 

this ſhocking, though prudent, reſolution 
ue agreed to put off to the laſt extremity. 


We had not been able to ſecure our 
boat ſo effectually, but that the ſea had 
beat her higher up on the beach, and 
filled her with ſand. We were obliged 
therefore to ſet two of the men to work in 


Clearing her, and afterwards in ſtopping 


the leaks, as already deſcribed ; while the 
remainder of our party were detached by 
different routes. along the ſhore, to ſee if 
they could find any kind of proviſion. 
The mate and myſelf travelled along the 
ſandy beach till we were prevented from- 
going any farther by an inlet of water, 
when .we were a good deal ſurpriſed to 
obſerve the tide ebb and flow every ten 
minutes. We were not however at pre- 
ſent in a diſpoſition to pay much regard 
to this or any other extraordinary appear- 
ance of nature; and ſeeing a great quan- 
tity of oyſter-ſhells lying upon the ſhore, 

we ſearched them diligently, in hopes of 


— 
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4inding fome that wete full; but without 
ſucceſs. This again made us curſe our 
deſtiny, that” ve Redl have been caſt away 
on ſo barren and miſerable a country, and 
in ſuch an unlucky time of the year, when 
we were not only deprived of the relief 
we might have got, ut any other ſeaſon, 

from the natural productions of the earth; 

but when even the animals, inhabitants of 


both elements, had retired to their holes 


and hiding-places, to ſhield themſelves 
from the intenſe cold which prevails du- 
wingitic winter in this: inhoſpitable climate. 


We fi continued Our ſearch, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding the ill fuccefs we had hitherto 
experienced, and 'contrived at length to 
gather about two quarts of hips, or wild 
roſe-buds, by throwing up the ſnow, and 
ſearching in different parts of the bank. 
Having with this ſorry food allayed in 
ſome degree the keen fenſe of hunger, and 
the wind having become ſomeivhat more 
moderate, we got into our boat and puſhed 
oft, 1 already drawing towards 
a conchifion. . rogreſs was however 
Ss, 


ſoon. - __— by uy" of ice that 
floated 
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floated upon the water; which obliged us 


to put aſhore on another part of the ſame 
beach. In landing I had the misfortune 


to let the tinder-box fall from my boſom 
into the water, by which means we were 


unable to kindle a fire; and being ex- 


ceedingly wet, as was generally the caſe 


when we landed, we were in this place in 


* 


2 moſt uncomfortable ſituation, and ſuf- 


fered much from the cold. We therefore 
thought it beft to get into our boat again 


as fait as poſſible, and return to the ſpos 


from whence we came, in hopes of find- 
ing ſome: fire ſtill remaining. 


It was with the greateſt Aificuſty: we got 
back, being the whole way under the ne- 
ceffity of breaking through the ice, which 


had by this time formed almoſt into a ſolid 


ſheet. We were very anxious leſt our fire 
ſhould meanwhile have gone out, and 
thought it a lucky circumſtance we bad 


not been able to go any farther from it. 


On our arrival at the place, we had the 


ſatisfaction to find it was not totally ex- 
tinguiſned: bad this been the cafe, we 
— in the courſe of the 


night. 
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night. The fire being repaired, I cut up 
the remainder of my ſhirt to make ſome 
more tinder; and, as the damage it got 
had nearly proved ſo fatal to us, was re- 
ſolved to be more particular in my cate 
of it for the ſuture. 


On the 8th of February, the wind came 
round to the fouth-welt, which cleared off 
the ice, and enabled us to leave this place 
by ten o'clock in the morning. As we | 
proceeded along the ſhore, we found it 
was not quite ſo rocky as it had been on 
the other fide of the north cape. We 
were therefore able to land this night with- 
out difficulty within a large rock, by 
which we - were ſheltered from the wind 
and fea, We were here very comfortably 
fituated, in every reſpect, except our want 
of proviſions. The next day, the weather 
continuing moderate, we had again pro- 
ceeded about eight miles on our journey, 
When the wind beginning to blow ſo bard 
as: to raiſe a confiderable ſwell, we were | 
obliged to ſteer to the ſhore; and in land- 
ing had the misfortune-to loſe two of our 
dars, which were wathed overboard by the 
5 On 
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On the following day the wind lulled ; 
and we immediately took the advantage 
of it to put to ſea. We had now but two 
oars remaining; which being double- 
manned, we contrived to get about fix 
miles before night. This was a very hard 


| day's work, conſidering our preſent weak 


condition ; for having been a length of 
time without taſting any kind of nou- 
riſhment, we were ſo much reduced in 
ſtrength, that when we got on ſhore, we 
could ſcarcely walk for fifty yards to- 
—_— 1 


The weather being unfavourable on the 
11th, we were under the neceſſity of re- 
maining the Whole day in the ſame reſting- 
place; and having leiſure to ſearch about 
the ſhore, .we were fortunate enough to 
fiud a few roſe- buds, which we eſteemed 


at preſent a great delicacy. Had we not 


met with this ſupply, it would have been 
abſolutely requiſite to put our above-men- 
tioned ſcheme into execution, We thought 
ourſelves extremely unlucky in not . 

found, in the courſe of our wanderings, ſo 


much as the body of any dead animal: 


K 2 ] nor, 
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nor, except the partridge, did we ſee any 
live one, that we had the ſmalleſt chance 
of capturing. At different times we had 
hopes of catching ſome of the otters that 
we frequently ſaw on the ice, particularly 


on the ſmall rivers: and inlets: but we 


never found them at any diſtance from the 
Holes, which they continually kept open, 
to give themſelves a free paſſage in and 
out of the water. We likewiſe diſcovered |, 
at different times ſome beavers' houſes; 
but could not enſnare any of the animals. 


On the 12th the wind became moderate, 
and we proceeded once more on our jour- 
ney. The coaſt ſeemed tb diminiſh in 
height as we paſſed along it, which made 
us hope we were now approaching the cul- 
| tivated part of the iſland. Next day the 
weather got milder, with a fall of rain: 
ſo that it was with difficulty we could get 
our boat to ſwim, the ice-thawing gra- 
dually off the bottom. This obliged us 
to put aſhore long before night; and when 
we had landed, and made a fire, we found 
no other immediate want but that of pro- 
viſions, having conſumed all the hips or 


roſe- 


j 
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roſe- buds that we had gathered at our laſt 
landing- place. fl. ' 17755 


Having reconnoitred very carefully all 
around, and ſearched in every part under 
the ſnow, we were not able to procure 
ourſelves even that miſerable ſuſtenance. 
Being now driven to the laſt extremity, 
we were obliged to ſacrifice our proſpect. 
of travelling any farther to the immediate 
preſervation of our lives. About a dozen 


tallow candles remained, which we had 


hitherto employed in ſtopping the leaks of 
our boat, as faſt as ſhe ſprung one in any 
particular place. Of theſe we divided 2 
ſmall part among us; which gave us ſome 


relief for the preſent. The two following 


days we coaſted for a few miles, ſearchu 

for a place where we conld meet wit 

ſome hips ; but our ſearch proved inef- 
fectual. This was the only kind of food 
we could now expect; and had we diſco- 
vered any place that abounded with them, 
it was our intention to draw up the boat 
there, and remain till they were con⸗ 
ſumed, | + 1 
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We began now to be fully ſenfible of 
our deſperate fituation, and to expect that 
our fate would be. that of periſhing with 
hunger. Notwithſtanding that idea was 
| horrid enough, yet what gave me the moſt 
uneafineſs, was, that my friends would 
probably for ever remain uninformed of 
our wretched cataſtrophe. It may appear 
to thoſe, who have not been in fimilar 
circumſtances, that this would take up but 
_ a ſmall part of one's reflection, in com pa- 
riſon with the dread of ſuch a death; yet, 
however it might bave been with the reſt 
of my companions, 'it was that idea that 
chiefly preyed upon my fpirits. In order 

to prevent it, as far as poſſible, I took 
every occaſion of cutting out my name on 
the bark of the largeſt trees. The fatigue 
of cutting it, as well as the preſervation 
of my knife, which I obſerved before was 
the only one amongſt us, would not allow 
me to be more particular. But on the 
walls of the ſtore-houſes, which we had 
diſcovered in the beginning of our pro- 
greſs, I wrote a ſhort account of our diſ- 
- afſters in Engliſh and French, and requeſted, 
if any perſons ſhould fall in with it, _ 
7 8 they 
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they would tranſmit it to my father at 


bee wy 


On the 17th, we made another diviſion 
of a part of the tallow candles that yet re- 
mained; and 'on the following day, the 
wind being favourable, we proceeded 
about five miles; where finding a fine, 


flat country, and a ſandy beach that ex- 


tended for a conſiderable way, and being 
ſo much debilitated, that we knew eit 
would be impoſſible for us to go much 


farther, we put on ſhore, with a deter- 


mined refolution to periſh on this ae 
unleſs ſome unforeſeen accident 


ould 


bring us relief. To attempt drawing up 


our boat would in our preſent weak eon⸗ 


dition be a vain undertaking, ſo we 
were obliged to leave her expoſed to the 
mercy of the ſea. All that we could pre- 
ſerve was our axe, a ſaw, and the ſail of 
the boat, which we 1 made be of 
as a covering. | Dy 

As ſoon as we landed, we made it our 
buſineſs to clear away the ſnow from a par- 
i Wel ſpot in the entrance of the wood, 

where 


f * 


* 


| 
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where we intended toremain ; and having 
cut ſome ſmall branches of pine to lie upon, 
together with ſome larger to ſerve for a 
heiter, which we' fluck into the bank of 
ſnow that ſurrounded us, we made our 
fire. This done, we all went in ſearch 
. of lips, and had the good fortune to find 
about a pint of them, which, boiled up 
with a couple of tallow candles, afforded 

us a tolerable meal. _ 


The next day we paſſed without any 
kind of -provifion, and being apprehenſive 
that our little remaining ſtrength would 
ſoon deſert us, we employed ourſelves in 
cutting and piling as much wood as we 


= Ws able, to ſupply the fire. Mean 


while the waves had beat our boat ſo high 
upon the beach, as to be quite dry as foon 
as the wind ſubſided, and to deprive us of 
the power of putting to fea again, had we 
been diſpoſed to do it: for our ſtrength. 
was by no means equal to the taſk of 
moving her a ſingle foot. 


We again employed the whole day of 
the 19th/'in ſearch of hips :' but it was 


not 
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not attended with any ſucceſs. Our tal- 
low candles were therefore the only reſource 
we had left, and by this time they became 
reduced to two. We found ourſelves fo 
much weakened the following day, that 
we could make no further uſe of our axe, 
and were under the neceſſity of creeping 
about in our turns, to gather for our fire 
the rotten branches of trees, that lay ſcat- 
tered upon the ground. As we had not 
a proper quantity of fuel, the fire that we 
kept up was but juſt ſufficient to preſerve 
us from freezing: for, though the ſeaſon 
was ſo far advanced towards the ſpring, 
yet, excepting ſome particular days, the 
weather was as cold as in the month of 
December, 180 


Having now no more than two tallow 
candles remaining, and finding no longer 
a poſſibility of gathering any hips, being 
too weak even to ſearch for them, we 
thought it likely that we might derive 
ſome degree of nouriſhment from the kelp- 
weed, of which there was a quantity lying 
upon the ſhore. We accordingly. col- - 
lected a little of it, and with melted ſnow . 


t 3s 3 


boiled it for a few hours in a kettle; but, 


at the concluſion, | found it very little ten- 


derer than at firlt. We then melted one 


of our tallow candles in the liquor, and 
having ſupped it up..,and cat a quantity 
of the weed, our appetite became ſome- 
what ſatiated: but in about two hours 
time we were all affected with a very un- 
eaſy ſenſation, and were ſoon after ſeized 


with a fit of vomiting, without being able 
to bring the offending matter entirely off 


the ſtomach. This fit of vomiting having 
continued for about four hours, we found 


* 


_ onrſetves tolerably eaſy, but at the ſame 
time exceedingly exhauſt 


ed. 


* 


On the 22d we made uſe of ſome more 


kelp-weed and our laſt tallow candle, It. 
ſtill operated in the ſame manner, but not 
to ſo violent a degree as it bad done before. 
The next day the wind blew very moderate 


ftom the north-weſt, and brought a ſevere 


: 


froſt along with it. We had now an op- 


portunity to repair our boat; and, if our 
ſtrength had been ſufficient to launch it 


into the water, we ſhould have changed 


our reſolution, and have quitted the 25 1 


* 
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We made indeed a faint attempt to launch 
the boat; but, on finding that we could 
not move her an inch from where ſhe lay 
upon the ſhore, we were obliged to give 
over the deſign. Our candles being all 
conſumed, we were under the neceſſity of 
boring the kelp-weed without the mix- 
ture of tallow, which, however naufeous 
at any other time, afforded us then, not 
only fome kind of nouriſhment, but even 
ee reliſh. . 

Having for tees FR: taſted of 1 no and 
food but the kelp-weed, we began to ſwell 
do an alarming degree. This \ we were at 

2 loſs wheiher to attribute to the kelp- 
weed, or to the cold (for we were not 
able to keep a ſufficient fire): however 
thought then, and do ſlill believe, that ir 
proceeded from the former; for, notwith- 
ſtanding we had often before been expoſed 
to the utmoſt ſeverity of the froſt; and 
ſometimes without any ſhelter whatever, 
yet we had never found ourſelves affected 
with this extraordinary ſymptom; but. on 
the contrary, were as much reduced in 


EINE in ſtrength: whereas in 
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a few days, the ſwelling had increafed to 
ſuch. a degree all over our bodies, that, 
notwithſtanding the lit:le fleſh we had upon 
our bones, we could fink our fingers two 
inches deep on the ſkin; the impreſſion of 
which remained viſible for above an hour 
after. Hunger nevertheleſs ſtill obliged 
us to make uſe of the kelp-weed. I have 
never ſince conſulted with any naturaliſt or 
phy ſician about the extraordinary effects of 
this weed; yet doubt not but they may 

be accounted for from natural cauſes. 


We paſſed a few days more in the ſame 
manner; at the expiration of which we 
were ſo much ſwollen, as to be almoſt de- 
prived of our ſight, and ſo reduced in 
ſtrength, that it was with the utmoſt diffi- 
culty we could keep our fire in by crawl- 
ing about in turn, and breaking the rot- 
ten branches that lay ſcattered upon the 
ſnow. The time was now arrived, when 
I thought it highly expedient to put the 
plan before mentioned into execution; but 
on feeling the pulſe of my companions, 


found that ſome of them were rather averſe 


to the propoſal ; the deſire of life ſtill pre- 
8 5 = valling 
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railing above every other ſentiment, not᷑- 
withſtanding the wretched condition they 


were in, and the impoſſibility even of pre- 
Br it by 1 7 other method. 


1 thought it an extraordinary inſtance 
> infatuation, that men ſhould prefer the 
certainty of a lingering and miſerable 
death, to the diſtant chance of one more 
immediate and leſs painful. However, on 


conſulting with the mate what was to be 


done, I found, that though they objected 
to the propoſal of - caſting lots which 
mould be the victim, yet alf concurred in 15 
the neceſſity of ſome one being ſacrificed 
for the preſervation of the reſt. The only 
queſtion was how it ſhoutd be determined; 
when, by a kind of reaſoning more agree- 
able to the dictates of felf-love than of 
Juſtice, it was agreed on, that, as the cap · 
tain was new 15 o exceedingly reduced, as 
to be evidently the firſt who would fink 
under our preſent complicated miſery ; as 
he had been the perſon to whom we eon- 
ſidered ourſelyes in ſome meaſure indebted 
for all our misfortunes; and further, as 
= had, ever ſince our ſhipwreck, been 
* e 


. 
the-moſt remiſs in his exertions towards 
the general good, he was undoubtedly the 
perſon who ſhould be firſt ſacrificed. 


TI muſt confeſs, that I thought at that 
time, there was ſome colour of truth in 
this concluſion : yet I was nat a little 
ſhocked at the captain's intended. fate, al- 
though I had more reaſon than any one 
elſe to be incenſed againſt him, not only 
on account of his neglect of duty, and 
his mal- practices at the hut in purloining 
our proviſons, but for another reaſon 
| likewiſe. After our ſhipwreck, I had diſ. 
covered by ſome papers, which had been 

| waſhed on ſhore, that, though the cap- 

tain's pretended deſtination was to New 
| York, yet his real one was to the 
Weſt Indies, if he could poſſibly effect it. 
Thus would he have baffled Genera! Hal- 
dimand's intentions, in ſending me with 
diſpatches, that might be of the firſt con- 
ſequence to this country; and not only 
have diſappointed, but alſo have defrauded 
ste of the money Which! 2 bim for 


bed paſſage, 
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The ** now made was kept 
fore from the captain; and it would have 
been impoſlible 2 us to live many- days 
longer without putting it into execution, 
had we not happily met with relief from 

a quarter whence we little expected it. 
On the 28th of February, as we were all 
lying about our fire, we thought that we 
heard the ſound of human voices in the 
woods; and foon after diſcovered two 
[ndians, with guns in their hands, who 
did not ſeem yet to have perceived us. 
This fight gave us freſh ſtrength and ſpi- 
tits: ſo, getting up, we advanced towards 
hem with the greateſt eageraels imagi- 


gahle. 


As ſoon as we were perceived by the 
Indians, they ſtarted back, and ſeemed 
fixed for a few moments to the ground 
with ſurpriſe and horror. This indeed ig 
not to be wondered at, when it is conſi- 
dered, that, beſides the amazement. they 
muſt naturally have felt on ſuddenly meet - 
ing with white men in this uninhabited 
part of the iſland, our appearance itſelf 
Was s enough to alarm the moſt intrepid: 
+ our 
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our cloaths being almoſt entirely burnt off, 
ſo that we were bare in ſeveral parts of our 
bodies, our limbs ſwollen to a prodigious 
bulk, our eyes from the ſame cauſe almoſt 
inviſible, and our hair in a confuſed and 
diſhevelled ſtate about our heads and 
' ſhoulders, particularly of thoſe who wore 
it long; for we had not been able to comb 
it fince our ſhipwreck. As we advanced 
towards the Indians, ſome of us wept, 
while others laughed, through joy. Be- 
ing a little recovered from their ſurpriſe, 
they did not ſhew much inclination to 
ag⁊ccoſt us, till I got up to one of them, 
and took him by the hand; when he ſhook 
it for ſome time very heartily ; the uſual 
mode of ſalutation among the Indians. 


They began at length to ſhew marks of 
compaſſion at our diſtreſſed. appearance; 
and I imagine their ſhyneſs at firſt pro- 
ceeded from the repugnance which it na- 
turally inſpired : for, theſe Indians being 
converted to Chriſtianity, I will not attri- 
bute it to a motive ſo contrary to that 
doctrine, as the idea of the trauble they 
might expect, without any compenſation, 

| i 
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in relieving us. They then walked with 
us to our fire, and, ſitting down by it 
together, one of them, who could ſpeak a 
little broken French, deſired we would 
inform him whence we came, and the 
particulars of the accident that brought 
us there. I accordingly gave him as con- 
ciſe an account as poffible of the diſaſters 
and fatigues we had undergone : during 
the relation, he ſeemed to be very -muc 
affected at our fullerwgs.: . | 


Ting finiſhed my narration, I ed 
the Indian, if he could furniſh us with 
any kind of pravifions ; to which he an- 
ſwered in the affirmative. . Obſerving that 
we had very little fire, he ſuddenly ſtarted 
up, and took our axe in his hand; when 
looking at it, and laughing heartily, I 
ſuppoſe at the badneſs of it, he threw it 
down again, and taking his tomahawk 
from his ſide, which is a ſmall hatchet 
that the Indians always carry about them, 
he went, and, in a ſhort time, cut a quan- 
tity of wood, which he brought and threwẽ 
upon our fire. This done, he took up his 
4 N M | gun, 
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gun, and, without ſaying a word, went off 


with his companion. 


This would have been a very alarming 
circumſtance to perſons ignorant of the 
Indian manners, but I was ſo well ac- 
quainted with the humour of theſe people, 
who ſeldom ſpeak when there is not 


an abſolute occaſion for it, that I doubted 


not but they. were gone for ſome pro- 
viſions, and that we ſhould ſee them 
again very ſhortly. Notwithſtanding the 
length of time we had been without nou- 
riſhment,' I muſt confeſs, that I felt but 


little inclination to eat: the fire which 


the Indian had made, was the greateſt re- 
freſhment to us, as we had been for many 
days without a good one. | 


After about three hours had elapſed, | 
during which interval ſome of our party 
were not without anxiety, leſt the Indians 


ſhould never return, we perceived them 


coming round a point at a ſmall diſtance 


in a bark canoe. Being arrived and landed 


upon the beach, they took out of their 
we” | a canoe 
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canoe ſome ſmoaked veniſon, and a blad- 
der of ſeal oil, which they brought up to 
our fre- place having put ſome of the 
meat into our kettle, they boiled it in 
melted ſnow, and then gave each of us a 
very ſmall quantity of it, together with 

ſome oil. I knew very well their reaſon 
for being ſo ſparing of their meat; for 
eating a quantity of groſs food in our pre- 
ſent ſtate might be attended with the moſt 


fatal conſequences. It gave me no ſmall -. 


pleaſure to find that the 1 * were ſo 
careful of us. 


This light ropinit blew end, the In- 
dians defired three of us to embark in 
their canoe, that being all ſhe could carry 
at a time, and proceed from this place to 
their hut, which lay five miles farther by 
water, nod about a mile from the ſhore, 


in the middle of the woods; We were 


received at the ſea fide by three other In+ 
dians, and about twelve or fourteen wo- 
men and children, who had been there 
waiting our arrival. Having landed from 
the canoe, we were conducted by theſe 

9 to their habitation in the wood, which 
M 2  confiſted 
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confiſted of three huts or wigwams, there 
being that number of families amongſt 
them: meanwhile the fame two Indians 
as had brought us, went back in their 
canoe for the three remaining, men of our 
party. On arriving at the hut, we were 
treated with the greateſt humanity. by theſe 
people; they gave us ſome broth to ſup, 
but would not ſuffer us to eat mear, 
or any n of ſubſtantial food whatever. 


The two Indians being come back with 
our companions, and having all received 
a tolerable refreſhment, I was deſired, at 
the requeſt of a very old woman, who 
appeared to be miſtreſs or mother of the 
families preſent, to give.them an account 
of our tranſactions fince the day of our 
ſhipwreck, I accordingly gave a more 
particular account than I had done before 
in French to the Indian whom IJ have al- 
ready mentioned; and he explained it in 
his own language to the other Indians. 
In the courſe of my relation · I could per- 
ceive that the old woman was exceedingly 
affected at certain parts of it; which gave 


me much ſatisfaction, as I: thence de- 
rived 


— 
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rived hopes that they would continue to 
treat us with the ſame humanity. As 
ſoon as I had done ſpeaking, the old wo- 
man roſe up, and after ſupplying us with 
ſome more broth, deſired the interpreter to 
explain to us the ſhipwreck of the famous 
French partiſan St. Luc Lacorne on his 
paſſage from Canada to France. 


He informed me that this gentleman, 
of whoſe ſhipwreck I had already heard 
ſomething, was caſt away directly upon 
the North Cape ; that a great number of 
perſons periſned on the occaſion, amongſt 
whom were two of Mr. St. Luc's children, 
who were drowned in his arms, as he was 
attempting to carry them on ſhore. He 
likewiſe informed me, that after his having 
remained five days there, and ſuffered 
much from cold and hunger, he himſelf 
had relieved him, and conducted him to 
Louiſbourg; for which ſervice, he ſaid, 
Mr. St. Luc was indebted to him thirty 
pounds, which he promiſed to remit from 
Hallifax, but had never performed it. 
Whether this part of the Indian's ſtory 
be true or not, it is impoſſible for me to 
"59h a determine: 
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determine: the gentleman himſelf is the 
beſt acquainted with it. Bur this I am 
certain of, that the poor Indians muſt have 
earned the money very dearly, in con- 
ducting him ſo far, at the ſeaſon of the 

year in which the journey was performed. 


Theſe people did every thing in their 
power to reduce the ſwelling from our 
limbs; which they at length accompliſhed 

after much difficulty. Having provided for 


| dur own. immediate wants, our thoughts 
--- © Fecurred to thoſe unfortunate men whom 


wee had left by the wreck. We were 
under much. anxiety for them, leſt by 
this time they might have periſhed with 
hunger. However, in caſe they ſhould | 
; be {till alive, I was determined no means 
 Jhould be omitted for their preſervation; 
aud having deſcribed to the Indians the 
| part of the iſland we were caſt away 
upon, aſked them, if it was poſſible to go 
to their relief ? 3215 4 a 
From the deſcription I gave the Indians 
_ of the fituation of the river, and of a 
mall iſland that lay nearly oppoſite,” 5 
+ 8 _ 4 
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ſaid, that they knew the place perfectly 
well; that it was above one hundred miles 
diſtant, through very difficult paths, over 
rivers and mountains ; and that, if they 
undertook the journey, they muſt expect 
ſome compenſation for their trouble. This 


indeed was but reaſonable: for it could 


not be expected, that the Indians ſhould 
leave their hunting, by which alone they 


ſubſiſted their wives and families, % ?- 


dergo a fatigue of that kind through pure 
benevolence: and as to their account of 


the diſtance, I could eafily give credit to 


it, as I knew we had come above 150 
miles by water. I then informed them, 
for the firſt time, for in fact it did not oc- 
cur to me before, that 1 had ſome money, 
and that, if it would be any object to 
them, I would pay them for their trouble. 
They ſeemed much pleaſed when I told 
= that I had money, and defired me to 
let them lock at it. Then taking the 
purſe from my ſervant, I ſhewed them the 

hundred and eighty guineas that it con- 
tained ; and abſerving an eagerneſs in their 
ceountenances at the fight of the coin, 
ban 1 had little expected amongſt In- 
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dians, and that the women in particular 
ſeemed to. have taken a ſtrong fancy to it, 
I preſented them with a guinea each; for 
which they expreſſed their ſatisfaction by 
laughing, the only method among the ſa- 
vages of diſplaying every ſentiment of that 
nature. | 


However I was determined at all events 


do fave the people, if any of them remain- 


ed ahve, though the Indians ſhould be ever 
ſo exorbitant in. their demands; and made 


nagement with them at laſt, that they 


ſhould ſet off the next day, which was the 
ſecond of March, and that they ſhould re- 
ceive twenty-five guineas at their depar- 
ture, and the ſame ſum on their return. 
This being adjuſted, they immediately 
went to work in making a proper number 
of mawkifins and ſnow ſhoes, for them- 
ſelves and for the men; and three of them 
went off the next morning, having re- 
ceived the ſum of money agreed for. 


After theſe people knew that I had 
money, my fituation amongſt them was 
not near ſo comfortable as before: for 
= they 
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they became as mercenary as they had 
hitherto been charitable, and exacted above 
ten times the value for every little neceſ- 


ſary they furniſhed for myſelf and the reſt 


of my companions. Beſides which, I was 
under conſtant apprehenfion, left they 


ſhould be incited by this extraordinary 
paſſion for money to plunder us, and leave 
us in the ſame deſtitute condition in which 


they found us. The only circumſtance 
on which I founded my hope of better 
treatment from them, was their religion: 


for, as I mentioned before, they Were 


Chriſtians, and rigid Catholics, having 
been converted by the French before we 
got poſſeſſion of the iſland. But perhaps 
it was this very circumſtance of their com- 

munication with Chriſtians that had in- 
ſpired them with that vehement love of 
money. They ſhewed indeed every mark 
of attachment to. their faith, being very 
aſſiduous at their devotions both night and 
morning; and frequently gave us cauſe to 
wiſh they had not been quite ſa devout, 


by diſturbing us with their pſalm-ſinging | 


the whole night. I was very much afraid 
at times, if they had learnt that. tenet of 
| N 
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their ſect, of keeping no faith with here- 
ties, that their profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
would be of little fervice to us. My ſer- 
vant being an Irjſh catholic, they were 
exceedingly fond of him, and heaped their 
favours upon him very profuſely. He 
. joined them for the moſt part in their roar- 
ing, for I cannot with propriety call it 
ſinging, and in their prayers; though he 
did not underſtand a word of either. In- 
_ deed I queſtion much whether they them- 
 felves underſtood them, for they were 
the moſt confuſed jargon I ever heard, 
compounded of their own and the French 
lapguage, with the mixture of a few bro- 
ken Latin phraſes, which they bad picked 
up from their converters, the Jeſuits, 


T Theſe inſular ſavages bore in general 
an exact reſemblance in their perſons and 
manners to thoſe on the continent of Ame- 
rica. The principal points in which they 
differed were, in having their hair long, 
which is peculiar to the women alone 


among the continental Indians, and in 


| Wearing eaps and breeches. Their lan- 
guage was yery different from thar of thoſe 
| „ | nations, 
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nations, or tribes, which I was acquainted 

with; though I doubt not but ir might 
have a reſemblance to ſome others upon 
the continent. I found afterwards, when 
we got into a part of the ifland where it 
was to be had, that they had the ſame 
ſtrong propenſity to ſpirituous liquor, f6 
univerſal among the Indians, | 


It was ſome time before we had reeo- 
vered any degree of ſtrength, or cdu 
digeſt any ſubſtantial food. The only 
. kind we could get from the Indians was 

the fleſh of moofe-deer, and ſeal oil; on 
- which they ſubſiſt entirely during the time 
of hunting. Notwithitanding that we 
found ourſelves, after our late miſeries, 
pretty comfortably ſituated amongſt thofe 
ſavages, yet I was anxious to get away, 
on account of the diſpatches I was charged | 
with, which I thought might be of the 
utmoſt conſequence to his majeſty's ſervice; " 
particularly, as I knew that the duphcates 
were loft. I continued however in ſo weak 
a condition, that it was impoſſible for me 
to move for ſome time; and found, as 
well as my fellow ſufferers, that ſuch a 
ſhock 
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ſhock to the conftitution was not eaſily to 
be repaired. | 


After being abſent near a fortnight, the 
Indians arrived with three men, who were 
the only ſurvivors of the eight who had 
been left behind at the hut. They were 
in a very reduced and miſerable condition, 
and informed me, on enquiring the parti- 
culars of their tranſactions from the time 
we left them, that after having conſumed 
all the beef, they lived for ſome days on 
the ſkin of the mooſe- deer, which we had 
left entire, not thinking 1 it worth while to 
make a partition of it. This being con- 
ſumed, three of them died in a few days of 
hunger, and the others were under the ne- 

ceſſity of ſubſiſting on the fleſh of the dead 
men, till they were relieved by the Indians. 
One of the remaining five was ſo impru- 
dently .ravenous, when the Indians came 
to their aſſiſtance, as to eat ſuch a quan- 


- tity of meat, that he expired in a few 


hours, in the greateſt agonies imaginable ; o 
and another ſoon after ſhot himſelf acci- 
dentally with one of the Indians' guns. 
Thus -was our number, which originally 

conliſted 


[ 93 I 


conſiſted of nineteen perſons, reduced to 
nine; and I rather wonder how ſo many 
perſons could, for the ſpace of three 
months, go through ſuch complicated 
_ diſtreſſes, from exceſſive cold, fatigue, and 
hunger. 


We all remained another fortnight 
among the Indians, during which I was 
obliged to pay, as before, a moſt exor- 
bitant price for our diet, and for every 
neceffary that we were provided with. By 
_ this time my health being ſomewhat re- 
eſtabliſhed, and my money at the ſame 
time very much reduced, I was reſolved 
to poſtpone my own convenience to the 

good of the ſervice, and to proceed as faſt 
as poſſible with genera] Haldimand's diſ- 
patches, though it was now the moſt un- 
favourable ſeaſon of the year for travelling. 
I therefore made an agreement with. the 
Indians to conduct me to Hallifax ; for 
which I was to pay them forty-five pounds, 
and to furniſh them with proviſions, and 
all neceſſaries, at every inhabited place on 

our way. e | 
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It was ſettled that I ſhould depart on 
the 2d of April, with two Indians, for Hal- 
hfax, accompanied by Mr. Winſtow, a 
young gentleman who had been a paflen- 
ger on board the veſſel, and was one of 
the three ſurvivors at the hut, together with 
my own ſervant. The Indians were to 
conduct the remainder of our party to a 
ſettlement on Spaniſh river, about fifty 
miles diſtant, where they were to remain 
till the ſpring, when an opportunity might 
offer for them to get by fea to Hallifax. 
Previouſiy to parting I gave the captain 
caſh for a bill on his owner at New York, 
to provide for the immediate ſubſi tence 
of himſelf and the ſailors; which bill was 
afterwards proteſted by the owner, on the 
pretence, that the ſhip being Joſt, neither 
maſter nor crew were entitled. to any 
wages. | 


We accordingly ſe: off on the day ap- 
pointed, each carrying four pair of Indian 
. ſhoes, or mawkiſins, a pair of ſnow-ſhoes, 
and proviſions for fifteen days. The ſame 


P G7 we got to a place called by the ue” 
ell 


15 [ 9s ] 
liſh Broad Oar, where we were detazned 
the following day by a ſnow ſtorm. On 
the 4th we again proceeded through the 
woods about five leagues; and on the 
5th arrived at a place named Broad Deck, 
which lies at the entrance of a2 very fine 
ſalt-water lake, called Lake St. Peter. 
This lake communicates by a narrow in- 
let with the ſea, from which it is diſtant 

about fixteen leagues. At this place we 
met with two families of Indians, who 
Were hunting there, and purchaſed of 
them a bark canoe for five pounds; the 
Indians having informed me, that ſome 
parts of this great lake are never frozen, 
and that it was requiſite to have a cance 
to paſs over thoſe places; and as we were 


to travel over the ice in other parts of it, 


I was obliged to purchaſe two Indian 
fleighs, in which we. were to place the 
canoe, and drag it after us. | 


Having remained two days in this 


plwkace, and provided ourſelves with à fer 


other neceſſary articles, we proceeded pn 
the 7th for a few miles along the lake; but 
the ice being bad, we were ſoon obliged _ 
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to take to the woods. A thaw coming on 
ſoon after, with rain, made the ſnow, 
which lay to the depth of fix feet in the 
woods, ſo ſoft and heavy, that we could 
travel no longer on our ſnow-ſhoes, the 
ſnow ſticking to them in large quiantities. 
We were therefore obliged to make a fire, 
and remain here; and the thaw conti- 
nuing for the ſpace of four days, made us 
very apprehenſive leſt the ice ſhould give 
way altogether : for the ſpring was now 
too far advanced to travel any longer upon 

the ſnow, unleſs during a froii. We 
ſhould then have been under the neceſlity 
of waiting till the ice was entirely cleared 
off the lake; - Which would have taken at 
leaſt a fortnight or three weeks from the 
time of its. breaking up; in which caſe 
we might have been reduced to a condition 
equally diſtreſſed with that we had been in 
after our ſhipwreck, except that we were 
provided with arms and ammunition., 


. However thi e e on * 12th, 
and the next day we ſet off, and travelled 
about fix leagues, ſometimes on floating 


pieces of 1 ice, and at others 1 in our canoe, - 
here 


1 

where the lake was open. On the 14th 
our proviſions being nearly exhauſted, I 
propoſed going in ſearch of ſome game, as 
the country abounded with deer : for the 
Indians in general never think of providing 
for the next day*s wants, but eat on with- 
A out reflection whilſt they have a morſel of 
food remaining. I accordingly went with 
one of the Indians into the woods. We 
had not been three hours on the hunt, be- 
fore we diſcovered a very fine mooſe=deerz 

and the Indian ſhot him in about an hour 
after. We ſkinned this animal, which 
weighed about ſix hundred pounds, loadetl © 
ourſelves with ſome of the. beſt parts of its 
fleſh, as well as the blood, which the 
Indian took care to colle&, putting it in 
the bladder of the beaſt ; and returned to 
our canoe. We then ſent the other Indian, 
Mr. Winſlow, and my ſervant, for fome { 
more of the meat, of which they btought | 
about an hundred pounds. | | 


Being now well ſtocked with proviſions, 
we had no reaſon to apprehend that we 
ſhould want, in caſe a return of mild wea- 
ther ſhould render it impoſſible for us to 
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travel either upon the lake or in the woods. 
On the 1 5th we ſet out very early in the 
morning, and purſued our journey about 
ſix leagues, in the ſame manner as before. 
The greateſt inconvenience that we felt 
was the want of bread, which the Indians 
of this country never make uſe of whilſt 
they are hunting; and being now much 
wearied with travelling, our ſtrength 
having been greatly exhauſted by our paſt 
fatigues, we agreed to make a halt for a 
day or two in the woods. What renders 
the travelling through the woods in theſe 
cold climates more tolerable than might be 
ſuppoſed during the winter ſeaſon, is the 
number of pine-trees and other evergreens, 
which are interſperſed in different parts ; 
the branches of which ſerve, not only to 
lie upon, but alſo as a ſhelter from the 
ſeverity of the weather. We choſe a ſpot 
-abounding with theſe trees, and it is al- 
moſt inconceivable in how ſhort a time the 
Indians made us a comfortable habitation 
of the boughs, -called in their language a 

gwam. heir method of conſtructing 


1 is as follows: having choſen the 
ſpot for their fire, they firſt clear off the 


ſnow, 
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ſnow, throwing i it up into a bank in a cir- 
cular form, leaving a vacant ſpace, or 
paſſage, to leeward: and it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that the more ſnow there is on the 
ground the better, as it makes the beſt 
part of the ſhelter. They then cut 
branches of pines, of a proper length, 
and placing the thicker ends of them in 
the bank of ſnow, bend and interweave 
them towards the top. Theſe branches 
are crofled by others, and inter woven with 
ſmaller ones, in ſuch 4 manner, as to 
afford a ſufficient ſhelter from the wind 
and from the falling ſnow. The fire is 
made in the middle of the wigwam, and 
the ſmoke of it goes out by the paſſage to 
leeward. The wigwams thus made are 
very comfortable, even in the coldeſt wea- 
ther, and are proof againſt any thing but 
a heavy rain; befide which, a change of 
wind is the only inconvenience they are 
liable to. | 


We cated again on our journey on 
the 18th, and, during that and the fol- 
lowing day, travelled ſeveral miles, without 


meeting with any thing remarkable. I 
| had 
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had now leiſure to obſerve the beauties of 
this lake, which was one of the fineſt I 
ever ſaw in America; though at this ſea- 
ſon of the year it could not appear to the 
beſt advantage. As far as I could judge, 
it is about twenty leagues in length from 
north to ſouth, and eight wide from eaſt 
to weſt. A number of ſmall iſlands are 
{ſcattered about in different parts of it, and 
give it ſomewhat the appearance of the 
Bake of Killarny, and other freſh-water 
lakes in Ireland. Theſe iſlands have never 
been ſettled on; yet appear to be very 
fruitful, and muſt be a moſt delightful 
reſidence in ſummer, except for the want 
of freſh water; which perhaps may be the 
reaſon they have never been inhabited, 
Had the lake been properly frozen, we 
might have ſaved ourſelyes the trouble of 
travelling ſeveral leagues, by croſſing over 
from point to point, and from one iſland 
to another: but, this not being the caſe, 
we were obliged to travel round the great- 
eſt part of the bays on one fide of it, 


: On the 20th-we arrived at a place called 
St. Peter's, where there are four or five 
VV „„ Peench 
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French and Engliſh families ſettled,” F 
was here received very politely, and enter- 
tained at the houſe of a Mr. Cavanaugh, 
a merchant, who was ſo good as to take 
my draught for 200 pounds upon my fa- 
ther, though I was a perfect ſtranger to 
him. To this harbour veſſels of the £ great- 
eſt burthen can come with ſafety, and a 
conſiderable fiſhery was formerly carried 
on here, till, on the breaking out af the 
preſent war, the American privateers put 
a ſtop to it. The force of theſe privateers, 
even taken collectively, is but trifling ; and 


it is much to be regretted, that govern- 
ment cannot ſpare a veſſel or two af force 


to cruize about here, and protect the fiſh- 


eries; Which, together with ſome other 


branches of trade, might be carried on 
with as much vigour, and much more 
benefit, than before the war. This Mr. 
Cavanaugh, but a ſhort time before I ar- 
rived, was plundered to the amount of 
three thouſand pounds, by two privateers 
from Boſton ; who came in at their let- 
ſure, and took what they wanted out of 
his ſtores, Theſe American privateers 
have likewiſe driven all the ſettlers away 


from 
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from 3 who had alſo ſubſiled by 
the fiſhery ; and it is ſomewhat remark- 
able, that this place, which was, during 
the two laſt wars, ſuch a bone of conten- 
tion between us and the French, has not 
at the preſent moment ſo much as a lingle 
inhabitant. | 


I ſhould have taken a ſhallop or ſiſhing- 
boat from this place, and gone to Halli- 
fax by ſea, but that there was almoſt a 
certainty of being taken by ſome privateer 
along the coaſt. This lake St. Peter is 
but half a mile from the ocean, to which 
we were to carry our canoe through the 
woods, and to proceed by water to the 
ut of Canceau. While the French were 
in poſſeſſion of the iſland, they had formed 
a defign of cutting through this narrow 
neck of land, and opening a communication 
on that. ite between the ocean. and the 
lake, in order to bring in their lage ſhips 
of war, to lie during the winter in the 
lake of St. Peter ; for there is a ſufficient 
depth of water in the harbour of St. Peter 
for the largeſt ſhips of the line to ride, 


though there is not water enough in the 
inlet, 
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inlet, by which the lake communicates 
with the ocean, to enable them to pais up 
to the harbour. 


After ſtocking ourſelves therefore with 


as much proviſions, and other neceſſaries, 


as we had occaſion for, we ſet off on the 
22d in our bark canoe, and arrived the 
ſame day at a place called by the French, 
Grand Grave; where there is a family or 
two of that nation. The wind blowing 
hard, we were obliged to remain here all 
night, and on the 23d proceeded along the 

coaſt to a ſettlement called Diſcouſſe, where 
we were detained another day by ſome 
floating ice. | ns 


On the 23th we got to a place called 


Narraſhoc; where we were as hoſpitably 


entertained as we had been at St. Peter's. 
I here exchanged the remains of my regi- 
mental coat for a brown ſuit of cloaths, 


intending to paſs for the maſter of the ſhip, 


in caſe | ſhould happen to be taken by any 
of the American privateers at Canceau; and 
as the inhabitants of this place gave me to 
underſtand, that the people of Canceau 
e were 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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were very much diſaffected to government, 


I took every precaution to diſguiſe the ap- 
pearance of an officer. 


We proceeded in our canoe, on the 26th, 
to the point of Iſle Madame; intending 
to croſs the great paſſage of Canceau. 
This paſſage is called the Gut of Canceau, 
from an Acadian ſettlement of that name 
on the continent; and ſeparates the Iſland 
of Cape Breton from Acadia, or, as it is 
now called by the Engliſh, Nova Scotia. 
The iſland of Madame lies in the middle 
of the gut, but rather nearer to Cape Bre- 
don than to the main; and the paſſage to 
this iſland is called the >mall, that from 


the Ifland to Canceau, the Great Paſſage. 


On making the point of Iſle Madame, we 
found that there was Mill a great quantity 
of floating ice in the Great Paſſage, and, 
not thinking it prudent to venture in our 
frail veſſel amongſt it, we returned to Nar- 
\ rafhoe, in order to procure a ſmall loop 

or veffel that could reſiſt the ice. | 


Having accordingly provided one, we 
embarked our little canoe in it, and, on 
| 120 the 
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the 25th, the wind being as favourable as 
we could wiſh, got acroſs the paſſage, 
which is eight leagues, in three hours. 
The men, who navigated the veſſel to the 
other ſide, were very apprehenſive of ſome 
American privateers lying in the harbour 
of Canceau, having ſeen ſeveral in the 
bay two days before. Upon this intelli- 
gence, I gave my diſpatches and papers to 
one of the Indians, knowing well, that 
they never attempt to ſearch or plunder any 
of theſe people. We were however ſo 
fortunate as to ſee no privateers on enters 
ing the harbour. . 


On landing at Canceau, I went to the 

bout a Mr; Kuſt, who is the principal 
man at this place, and acts as a juſtice of 
the peace under government, for which he 
receives about 100 /. per annum. The in- 
habitants on the other ſide, as well as the 
zeople who brought us over, having in- 
formed me, that this gentleman always 
ſupplied the New-England cruizers with 

every neceſſary that his ſtores could afford, 
I was determined to be very cautious in 
every thing I ſaid in his preſence, Ha- 
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ving paid the perſon who brought us over 
the gut, and thanked him for his private 


intelligence, I was conducted to the houſe 


of this Mr. Ruſt, to whom | paſſed my- 
ſelf for the captain of the ſhip. He aſked 
me a number of queſtions, the tendency 
of which I 0 eaſily perceive; and 
therefore gave him as evaſive anſwers as 
- poſhble, 1 found that he had a brother- 


An- law, who was a firſt lieutenant on board 


a fixteen-gun brig belonging to Boſton, 
which bad gone out of the harbour of 
| Canceau the day before. 


We remained in this place till — 


o''clack the next morning, when, 0 


apprehenſive of treachery on the part 0 
aur pretended friends, we ſet off without 


any intimation of it to Mr. Ruſt. From 


this gentleman. I had purchaſed a piece of 
falt pork and about eight pounds of bif- 


_ cuit, " which he ſaid was as much as he 


could ſpare, and for which I was obliged 
to. pay him at leaſt thrice its value. We 
were now. to proceed in our canoe along 
the coaſt: to Hallifax, ' and had reafon to 
"0 that we. — be — for 
| proviſions, 


l 
proviſions. However we were ſo lucky 
as to find, as we coaſted along, plenty of 


lobſters and other fiſh, which the Indians 
caught with prodigious dexterity, killing 


the flat fiſh with a pointed pole, and the _ 


lobſters with a cloven one. We were ten 
days going from Canceau to Hallifax, du- 
ring Which interval we did not meet with 


ſettlement, and ſaw nothing worth 


; Mn except a number of picca- 
roons on various parts of the coaſt, 


The Indians remained for a fon Jave at 
Hallifax ; when, having received the ba- 
lance due to thew, they took their de- 


parture for the iſland. I was obliged to 


continue here for two months longer, till. 
an opportunity ſerved of a paſſage, in the 
Royal Oak, to New York ; where I de- 
livered my diſpatches (in a very ragged 
condition) to Sir Henry Clinton. 


The reſt of my fellow ſufferers 1 in che Y 


ſhipwreck ſoon after arrived at Hallifax in 
a ſhallop from Spaniſh River. The cap- 
tain, conſcious of the reception he would 


meet with, did not think N to go to f 


K+ © 
: 


U 198. Hh. 


his owner at New York, to give an ac- 
Eount of the loſs of his veſſel; but took 
his paſſage in a ſhip from Hallifax to Lon- 
don, and now ſerves as a pilot on the 
Thames. The mate was, on account of 
his good conduct during the whole of our 
tranſactions, appointed by a gentleman in 
Hallifax to the command of a ſhip bou nd 


to the Weſt Indies. 
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